


Why join The Barnabas Group?
 

Many of us have an itch.  Perhaps you do.  You want to be used by God to bear fruit 
in His Kingdom while you are still on earth.  You just have that sense that He gave
you gifts and passions for a reason.  He wants you using them.  Working in your 
giftedness, not in an assignment on someone else’s dream.  But participating in what 
you were born for!  We help you scratch that itch!

How does The Barnabas Group do that?
  
We provide numerous opportunities during the year for you to hang with like-minded and like wired Christians 
with similar “itches.”  We introduce you to numerous ministries who need your gifts, talents and network – not
just your resources.  You choose to work with those you are passionate about!

What does The Barnabas Group do?  Combining Orange County and San Diego, in 2015, we did the following:

 • Over 1660 people attended the five meetings in each county
 • Eight keynote speakers at the four meetings in each county
 • Good Steward Project – young TBG members’ organization birthed and meeting every other 
  month (OC)
 • Five seminars for TBG ministries – Strength Finders (OC only), Fundraising, Presenting Your Ministry
 • Several SWOT Team meetings throughout the year
 • Six networking breakfasts to meet and connect with other members (OC); one in San Diego
 • Over 30 ministries had tables at TBG events
 • Over 35 ministries presented to TBG in each county
 • Build Your Own Taco Night at Newport Coast attended by 64 people (OC)
 • Burrito Night at Del Mar Train Station attended by 35 people (SD)
 • Over 120 ministries interviewed and helped by Faithworks team
 • Continued partnership with Pepperdine University
 • Christmas Party at Bob & Cheri Shank’s home
 • Special Sex Trafficking seminar (OC)
 • Two New Member welcome events (OC)
 • Barnabas Group trip to Israel in October
 • Angel’s Army – TBG funded several hundred Thanksgiving dinners
 • Three golf outings
 • Upgrade started on website
 • Promoted ministries through Facebook and social media
 • Video of all presentations available on our website
 • Italian Dinner Night at Newport Coast attended by 64 people (OC)
 • Business as Mission group got started through TBG, led by Jim Seiler and Grant Van Cleve
 • Monthly updates and “God at Work” emails keeping members informed
 • Published a booklet for new members
 • Published a year-end booklet memorializing some of the things TBG did in the past 12 months



- The Barnabas Group -
Brings Thanksgiving to our Military

"Thank you so much for
being �exible, and being 
able to bless the men & 

women of the Advanced 
Infantry Battalion with

the heart of Jesus."
-Todd Morrison, Angel's

Army Military Food Ministry

President Ronald Reagan once said:  "Freedom is never more than one 
generation away from extinction.   We didn't pass it to our children in the 
bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to 
do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children 
and our children's children what it was once like in the United States where 
men were free."

Throughout our great nation's history, the United States Armed Forces have 
fought to secure our constitutional right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.  The immeasurable sacri�ces made every day by these men and 
women secure our way of life, and ensure stability between the nations of 
our diverse world.

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is a proud sponsor of our nation's troops, and 
was honored to come alongside Angel's Army Military Food Ministry to 
provide Thanksgiving dinners for hundreds of military families.

Angel's Army Military Food Ministry started with just two men from Calvary 
Chapel Beachside, who were seeking to serve the Lord's �ock. Now this 
ministry provides food for 15 - 20 military events each year, and has 30 
home church volunteers.  The events are held on military bases in the San 
Clemente and San Diego areas. Their ministry message is "God's love and
patriotism over food."

Angel's Army Military Food Ministry reached out to TBG just weeks prior to 
Thanksgiving with an urgent request for assistance. The ministry had been 
contacted by the Advanced Infantry Battalion with a request to provide
Thanksgiving dinners for their military families. TBG immediately responded 
by providing all of the Thanksgiving turkeys and hams for the meal!

If you would like to learn more about Angel's Army Military Food Ministry, please 
contact Angel at cortezam@yahoo.com or (714) 943-5332.



- The Barnabas Group -
Our TBG Family

"Ron and Cindy Latin
took us out on their

boat and introduced us
to Randy and Margie
Roberts. The Latins

honored us more than
necessary and for the
�rst time in a while I

totally shut down and
enjoyed the moment."

- Luke Rider, Cross 
Connection Outrech

The discovery of the Human Genome Code was announced to the world as the 
"discovery of the language of the Creator" by then President, Bill Clinton.  Scientists 
had discovered the extremely sophisticated genetic language by which all life is 
created. The possibility that this level of complex design occurred by random 
chance now entailed a mathematical equation that de�es all logic.

The Human Genome Code is powerful evidence supporting the existence of a 
creator. Yet, one could also argue that the same evidence lies in the captivating
elegance of a blooming cherry blossom tree, or vibrant rays of light breaking 
through a burnt amber sunset. For Barnabas Group ("TBG") members Ron and 
Cindy Latin, it's this natural beauty that exhibits both God's existence, and His 
love. Such divine artistry could never be the result of random chance.

Ron and Cindy Latin have been TBG members since 2010, and over the years our 
TBG family has been greatly blessed by their generosity and insight. The Latins 
own a sailboat, and regularly donate excursions on their vessel to ministries to 
o�er as ra�e prizes or auction items at their banquets. They also use it to bless
individuals, using God's beauty to gain perspective and inspiration.

When asked to comment about their past four years with TBG, they stated the 
following:  

   "A signi�cant blessing has been to realize how many worthy ministries 
   founded by passionate Christ followers there are at work in the world. We have 
   also been remarkably blessed by the friendships that we have made, and the 
   opportunity to travel to the Holy Land in October 2014 with fellow believers. We 
   have enjoyed networking with other believers on several levels.

   Our TBG membership has challenged us to 'get in the game' in a constructive way 
   to help build the Kingdom, spread the gospel, and care for His people. The passion 
   of ministry founders and leaders has inspired us to look for ways to be a part of 
   the crusade. We know how to pray more speci�cally for individuals and their 
   ministries."
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Future Christian Generations

"We're deeply grateful
for The Barnabas

Group, and the gift this
community has been 

to us."
Alan Fadling,

Leadership Institute

2015 Northern
 California Trainers

Generation 24 (So Cal)
Launched in 2015

In ancient times, the books of the Bible were passed down by word of mouth 
from generation to generation.  Though we now have access to the Bible 
through the written word, it's still our responsibility to equip the next
generation. One organization that has made this their mission is the 
Leadership Institute. Their ministry works to develop a new generation of 
Christian leaders with deeper spirituality, integrity and compassion.

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") was honored to have the Leadership Institute 
present at an event a few years ago. Since then, God has used our TBG family 
to impact their ministry, and equip future generations of Christian leaders.

Alan Fadling, Executive Director of the Leadership Institute, sent us the 
following update detailing all that the Lord has done through TBG since 
they presented:

   "The Leadership Institute continues to bene�t from TBG since presenting 
    our ministry a few years ago.  A number of TBG members have become 
    good friends of the ministry. They have shared their hearts, their 
    experience, and their counsel in ways that has proven very fruitful.

   For example, at the time we began connecting with TBG, our focus was 
   mostly on training church and ministry leaders locally in Southern California
   through a two-year program called 'The Journey.'  Conversations with 
   TBG friends began to coincide with international participants who were 
   �nding us, coming to our training, and then bringing it back to their home 
   countries which include the Dominican Republic, Nigeria, Russia, and 
   soon India.  We have since trained hundreds of international leaders."

If you would like to learn more about the Leadership Institute, please visit 
www.spiritualleadership.com.



- The Barnabas Group -
With this Ring

"I just wanted to say
thank you for allowing
me to be a part of what

God is doing in and
through The Barnabas

Group."
Ali Eastburn

Ali Eastburn and Terri
Ponce De Leon from

NCF

WTR's New Board

What is your most prized material possession?  Perhaps it's your house, or 
your car? For Ali Eastburn, it was her wedding ring. Throughout her life, 
Ali had an unhealthy focus on material possessions. She had always 
perceived the size of her wedding ring as a statement to the world about 
how much she was valued and loved. This all changed when the Lord
called Ali to donate her wedding ring to help drill a well in Africa. For the 
�rst time in her life, Ali was free from the su�ocating expectations of 
materialism.

Since then, Ali has inspired countless others to participate in the 
transformational experience of radical giving in Jesus' name. She started 
a ministry called With this Ring ("WTR") that allows individuals to donate 
funds and jewelry to provide clean water to those in need. To date, their 
ministry has funded almost 100 clean water wells.

In February of 2014, The Barnabas Group ("TBG") was honored to have Ali 
speak about her ministry. She recently sent us the following update:

   "I had the privilege of speaking at TBG in Orange County and San Diego, 
    and I was able to meet some incredible people. The results have been
    amazing.  We received an incredible amount of support and hands on 
    help. We had two SWOT Analysis meetings after we presented and those 
    meetings helped us dig deeper into what God was calling us to as a 
    ministry. It also helped us �ne tune our  goals with one of our programs.

    As a direct result of presenting at TBG we have had three incredible board 
    members join our ministry, rede�ned our mission and vision of WTR, made 
    amazing connections, created a short �lm called 'I Like Wedding Ring,’  and
    the ripple e�ect is still going strong.”

To learn more about WTR, visit their website at www.withthisring.org.



"It scares me to think
where my faith would be

without TBG and the
Master's Program. Love
you guys, and what you

are doing for the
Kingdom."

Jim Franklin

- The Barnabas Group -
Beauty for Ashes

Genesis 1 states that for a time, our world and all that existed within it were absolute perfection. But sadly, in a moment 
of regretful disobedience, mankind chose to turn from the safe instruction that God had provided. Sin entered our 
broken hearts, and all that God had created on earth became tainted. This is how mankind's story begins, but it is not 
how our story will end. God has a plan to restore mankind, and our world. Until then, He has a speci�c journey 
chosen for each of our lives that is meant to re�ne us, lead us back into fellowship with Him, and to impact the 
world for His Kingdom. 

Today we journey through the lives of Jim and Ines Franklin, a Barnabas Group ("TBG") couple whose story very closely 
follows the narrative described above. Ines grew up in the Catholic Church, though she stopped attending at the 
age of 16 and had never actually read the Bible. She was the mother of three, and had been divorced twice when she 
went to work for Jim about15 years ago. Jim was unhappily married with two children of his own. The two began 
spending time together. Though they thought it was innocent in nature, they began to bond through long 
conversations about their bad marriages and trials. The unfortunate mistake of sharing time and emotional intimacy
with one another inevitably led to a physical relationship. Jim's marriage ended in divorce, and Jim and Ines made the 
decision to move forward as a couple. 

Jim was a self-described “weak Christian," but he could feel the Lord's calling. He convinced Ines to attend a service at 
Mariners Church in 2002, where Pastor Kenton Beshore spoke on John 4. His message was about Jesus' encounter
with a Samaritan woman at a well. The woman had been married and divorced �ve times, and was currently living with 
a man who was not her husband. However, Jesus did not see her as the world did. He saw a beautiful child of God, 
whom He loved very much, and who He would use to illustrate the meaning of true grace for thousands of years to 
come.

This was a de�ning moment for both Jim and Ines, and it eventually led to each of them giving their lives to Christ.  This 
newly saved couple used TBG to dive head �rst into ministry work. They came alongside many TBG ministries, including 
Free Wheelchair Mission, Elam, Maze, NCF and CFAR. The Lord stretched and grew the Franklins through their hearts to 
help. Jim and Ines have traveled the world on behalf of Free Wheelchair Mission, and Jim is also the Chairman of the 
Board for their ministry.  In addition, Ines has since graduated from Fuller Seminary where she received a Master 
of Divinity Degree. She is now a Pastor at Mariners Church in Irvine, and is the founder of a Christian mentoring ministry 
called Trochia Ministries.

We thank the Franklins for having the courage to share their testimony with our TBG family. Their journey has been 
inspiration to many in our group, and their decision to impact the world for Christ has literally transformed a number of 
our TBG ministries! 



- The Barnabas Group -
TBG Member Championed Opportunity

"For my brothers and
sisters in TBG, if you

want to get a spiritual
�ll-up, call Jae and
come see what the

organization is doing."
Dick Leonard, TBG SD

TBG Members, Dodie
and Randy Costales at
OTB's Super Kitchen

TBG members, Dick
Leonard and Marty
Shea at OTB's Super

Kitchen

When Barnabas Group ("TBG") members combine their time, talents and
networks to function as a cohesive force for the Kingdom, their impact is
astounding. One speci�c ministry that has united our members behind
their cause to impact entire communities is Outside the Bowl ("OTB").

In response to Jesus' command to feed the hungry, OTB is dedicated to
eliminating physical and spiritual starvation in impoverished communities
by building "Super Kitchens," and working with established community
partners to serve hot, nutritious meals to those who need them most.

The founders of OTB, Jae and Debra Evans, presented at our TBG meetings
in both OC and SD. Since then, many in our TBG family have traveled to
Mexico with Jae and Debra to visit their Tijuana Super Kitchen to get
a better understanding of how the ministry functions, and the impact it's
having on the community for Christ by producing over 1,000 meals a
day, six days a week!

TBG member, Dick Leonard, stated the following about his visit to OTB's Super
Kitchen in Tijuana: "What I came to realize is that the OTB foundation is not just
about building kitchens, but setting-up a process and logistical system that can
be selfsustaining in the local community and country the kitchen is built in."

TBG members, Randy and Dodie Costales, also visited the Tijuana Super
Kitchen on a separate trip. During their visit, they both heard God's calling
to champion a movement within our TBG community to open an OTB
Super Kitchen in Puerto Vallarta. The couple is now working with Jae and
Debra to lay the groundwork for the Super Kitchen, but they need our help!

If you would like to take a trip with Jae to Mexico to visit their Tijuana Super
Kitchen, or support the TBG member championed Super Kitchen project in Puerto
Vallarta, please contact Jae directly at jevans@outsidethebowl.org, or visit
www.outsidethebowl.org.



Pastor Lyle Castellaw
Presenting a Graduation

Gift from the
"Beginnings" Program

TBG Member, Je�
Gerhardt, Pastor Lyle

Castellaw from
TerraNova Church, and
Keith Cotton with Obria

Medical Clinics

- The Barnabas Group -
Working to Preserve the Sanctity of Life

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is passionate about the pro-life �ght, and has 
partnered with Obria Medical Clinics ("Obria") to �ght the battle one life at a 
time. Obria works directly with at-risk parents to educate them about the 
"true consequence" of their decision to abort. Their medical clinics are the 
Bible centered alternative to the pro-choice Planned Parenthood facilities. 
Obria clinics have saved countless at-risk lives, like sweet baby Christopher 
Vance (pictured in the basket above), born February 6, 2015.

Obria recently reached out to TBG with an update on how our TBG family is 
partnering with their ministry to make a di�erence in the pro-life �ght. 
Keith Cotton with Obria Medical Clinics, stated the following:

    "In May of 2014, I met TBG member, Je� Gerhardt, at a TBG breakfast 
      meeting. We discussed Obria's mission to be the hands and feet of Christ 
      in our local community. I provided examples of women in crisis 
      pregnancies, young men struggling to become fathers, and the 
      challenges that we face with the current "hookup" culture that tells our
      youth that there are little to no repercussions behind their sexual choices.

      The following Sunday I met Je� and his family at his church, TerraNova. 
      Je� introduced me to his pastor, Lyle Castellaw. Pastor Lyle agreed to 
      meet with me, and after several additoinal meetings it became clear that 
      TerraNova’s "Mommy and Me" program which mentors young single moms 
      was clearly a perfect partnership for Obria's parenting program.  TerraNova 
      church is now also �nancially supporting Obria's “Beginnings Program” in 
      Mission Viejo. Additionally, Obria now has a place to send the Beginnings 
      Program graduates to ensure that they continue to receive Godly support.”

If you would to learn more about Obria Medical Clinics, please visit 
www.obria.org. To learn more about TerraNova Church, please visit
www.ourTerraNova.com.



- The Barnabas Group -
Combine Business Experience and Individual Strengths with Kingdom Opportunities

Bob Shank

The Franklins

The Siefkers

"Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we �rst believed."
Romans 13:11

Only God knows the days and hours that we will be given before we return 
home to Heaven. Our youth would seem to last forever, but inevitably time 
projects us forward through the various stages of life. As we mature, it 
becomes clear that time is one of life's most vital resources. Maximizing 
productivity and being intentional with our time is key to success in both the
business world, and with Kingdom opportunities. An organization that is at 
the forefront of helping Christians attain greater margin and balance to 
maximize their time is The Master's Program ("TMP").

TMP is a three year program that is framed with a Biblical worldview, and is 
designed to take you from success to signi�cance. It is the next step in 
making a more profound impact in the world for Christ Jesus (the Master).

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") was originally founded by graduates of TMP who 
were ready to take the next step in using all that they had learned to 
fundamentally change the Christian business community. Our TBG family 
continues to support TMP. We recently received an update from Steve Esser, 
COO/Executive Director of TMP. He stated the following:

      "TBG members, Jim Franklin and John Siefker, each recently opened their 
      beautiful homes in Shady Canyon and Newport Coast, respectively, to host
      two TMP evenings. TMP's Founder, Bob Shank, shared the new and exciting 
      strategic initiatives for the future of TMP, to ensure the value, quality and
      integrity of TMP over the next ten years and beyond.”

If you would like to learn more about TMP and its initiatives, please visit 
www.mastersprogram.org or email Phil Brown (phil@mastersprogram.org) 
or Steve Esser (steve@mastersprogram.org).
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Running the Race to Win

Africa New Day
Following reports of

atrocious human rights
violations in their

homeland, Esther and
Camille Ntoto relocated

to war-torn Congo in
2005. With conviction

from God, they founded
Africa New Day (AND)

to help bring hope and
restoration through the

love of Christ.

As followers of Christ, we do not run the race of life for ourselves, but for God. 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 states: "Do you not know that those who run in a race all
run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win."

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is dedicated to running the race together, to ensure 
that we all �nish as winners for the Kingdom. One of the many couples that we are
privileged to run alongside are the McCarthys. Rick and Susan McCarthy have 
been TBG members for over 15 years. They have had a profound impact on many 
of our ministries, and the lives of our fellow members.

During an interview, Susan McCarthy stated the following about her experience 
as a TBG member:

      Question 1. What has been your biggest blessing (take away) from TBG?
      Susan: "It has been a great blessing to connect with so many believers who are 
      excited about living out their purpose, and showing up in the Kingdom
      in such extravagant ways."

      Question 2. What have you learned or been introduced to through your 
      involvement with TBG?
       Susan: "I've learned that there are so many di�erent ways to serve our Lord. 
      Seeing the diversity of ministries that present inspires me to show up for God 
      in the unique way He's made me for His purposes. Where else can you hear 
      about transform the society."

      Question 3. Anything else you want to mention?
      Susan: "Some of the biggest value that I've gotten from TBG is in learning how 
      to serve the ministries that I'm involved with better. The Ron Blue presentation 
      on Donor Relationships was the biggest eye opener for me. It completely 
      changed my thinking on how to serve our donors for the Africa New Day 
      ("AND") ministry we work with.  Also, hearing about how other ministries do 
      things has sparked new ideas in me."

www.africanewday.org
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Fighting for Religious Freedom

The United States Constitution secures our right to freedom of religion. Unfortunately, many countries across 
our globe are hostile to religions that are not supported by their government. That is why organizations like 
Hardwired are so important. Hardwired is a global movement to end religious oppression and advance religious 
freedom.

The founder of Hardwired, Tina Ramirez, presented to The Barnabas Group ("TBG") in Orange County in late 2014.
Tina recently circled back with TBG. The following is an update from Tina detailing how members of TBG have 
come alongside her ministry, and are making a huge impact:
     
     "I was in California a couple of weeks ago, and had some great meetings with TBG members. I want to 
      speci�cally share about TBG members, Joy and Peter Bohlinger, as they have been a huge blessing. 

      I met Joy and Peter in November, when I presented at TBG OC, which led to the couple hosting a small 
      breakfast for me with the Board Members of Providence Christian School. At the end of the meeting, the 
      Board Members invited me to speak at their school. 

      A couple of weeks ago I returned to Santa Barbara, as Joy had also arranged for me to speak with her women's 
      Bible study. Some of the women shared that a few weeks prior their children found themselves having to 
      stand up for their faith at school. The school had allowed an assembly to be organized by one of the campus 
      clubs around the issue of gay marriage. The students were asked to stand on one side of the room if they 
      agreed with gay marriage, and the other side if they did not. The women shared how uncomfortable their 
      children felt about being singled out for their religious views. It opened a great opportunity to share about 
      Hardwired's work in the U.S. and abroad, and the importance of raising up a new generation that is prepared 
      to stand in the defense of religious freedom.

      Many other TBG members have come alongside our ministry as well. They have provided connections,
      assistance with a business plan, �nancial support, and much more. Thank you both for all of your support,
      encouragement, and the opportunity to share!"

If you would like to learn more about Hardwired, or host an event for their ministry, please visit their website at
www.hardwiredglobal.org or e-mail Tina directly at ramireztm@gmail.com.
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The Essentials of Strength-Based Leadership

Bob Karcher spent
most of his career in the publishing 

and advertising industries, including 
serving as a COO in the Tribune 

Company, then owner of the LA Times 
and Chicago Tribune as well as 

multiple other media platforms.  
He also spent several years in the 

nonpro�t sector. Bob 
now devotes his time to writing, 

speaking, coaching and is co-founder 
of KS Enterprises, Inc.

On July 29th, TBG member, Bob Karcher, gave a seminar titled The Essentials of 
Strength-Based Leadership.  Forty-six people attended, and were blessed with 
three and a half hours of excellent instruction!  All attendees had recently 
completed the Gallup StrengthFinders assessment, and came with their 
top �ve strengths in-hand to learn how they could best use these in their 
ministries to build God's Kingdom.  TBG covered the cost of the assessment for 
all of the participants.
 
For decades, the Gallup StrengthFinder assessment has helped people excel.  
From top business executives and managers, to salespeople, nurses, teachers, 
students, pastors, and many more.  In fact, more than 12 million people have 
realized the bene�ts of leading with their strengths. 

Interesting facts about strengths are as follows:

    -Those who focus on strengths are six times as likely to be engaged in their jobs.

    -Teams that focus on strengths are 12.5% more productive and more than three 
      times likely to say they have an excellent quality of life. 

    -Discovering and developing strengths positions you to do what you do best 
      every day. 

This workshop was a fun, hands-on, and shared-learning approach.  All 
participants can now immediately use what they've learned with other 
group members to maximize their strengths on the job, in ministry work and life. 

If you would like to learn more about Bob Karcher, please visit his LinkedIn 
page at www.linkedin.com/in/bobkarcher.
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Using Business to Further the Kingdom

Bruce Swanson and TBG
Member, Jim Seiler, with
Local Leaders in Manila

             T-Ventures
provides opportunities for
business professionals to
use their skills and
experience to promote
pro�table business activity
that:

-Builds the Kingdom
-Breaks the Cycle of
  Poverty
-Strengthens Local
  Churches
-Develops Community
  Leaders
-Enables Families to
  Care for their Children
-Fights Human
  Tra�cking

Transformational Ventures works to develop "Business as Mission" e�orts in the 
Philippines. Bruce Swanson, T-Ventures' founder, presented at the Orange County
and San Diego meetings in May, 2014. Since then, TBG member, Jim Seiler, has 
joined the T-Ventures team and regularly travels to the Philippines.

Most recently, Jim facilitated a partnership with TVentures and a local organization 
called Missional Business Centers. Jim is driving expansion to the Cebu region of 
the Philippines where the poorest, marginalized members of society will be 
trained at a micro-enterprise level in entrepreneurial skills, basic business 
operations, and a Kingdom orientation. Local leadership has been engaged, and 
the initial training cycle will launch this Summer.

Jim is also helping to integrate these micro-enterprise e�orts with T-Ventures' work 
in the small to medium enterprise sector, through our emerging Business
Development Center. Jim has teamed-up with a couple of business people from 
New Hampshire and Cebu leaders to begin launching teams of business mentors
for business owners. T-Ventures is also partnering with two local non-pro�ts to train 
small business owners and give them access to capital. Jim and T-Ventures will
plug what is typically the big gap in enterprise development -- coaching/mentoring 
after the training.

T-Ventures needs your speci�c prayers for Jim Seiler, T-Ventures, Henry (local leader 
in the Philippines), and Mark & Darlene (the team members from New
Hampshire).

If you would like to learn more about T-Ventures, please visit
www.TransformationalVentures.com.
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Working to Lead At-Risk Youth to Christ

Teen Challenge provides comprehensive, Christian faith-based solutions to life-controlling drug and alcohol 
problems.  Through applying biblical principles, Teen Challenge endeavors to help people become mentally 
sound, emotionally balanced, socially adjusted, physically well, and spiritually alive.  

The Barnabas Group is honored to support Teen Challenge, and has come alongside their ministry by 
speaking at their graduation ceremonies, providing refreshments for ceremonies, and providing backpacks 
to over 200 children in their program! 

How does God transform a party girl into a passionate minister of the Gospel?  Ask Julia Harris -- 
she can tell you! Julia began drinking alcohol and taking prescription drugs when she was only 
13.  By age 14, she was a heavy user of cocaine, ecstasy, acid, and a variety of other party drugs.

Julia managed to graduate high school, but just two weeks after graduation Julia found herself 
running from the police in a high-speed car chase.  She had taken acid, and was too afraid to stop 
the car and be arrested.  

During the 45-minute high-speed chase, Julia became terri�ed that she would crash, die and go to hell. She cried 
out to God for mercy, lost control of her car and violently crashed into a tree at full speed. Miraculously, Julia 
walked away from the crash unharmed. Convinced that God had mercifully spared her life, she gave herself 
completely over to God. Julia joined Teen Challenge, and found a true relationship with Jesus Christ.

After graduating from Teen Challenge, Julia applied for, and was accepted to Teen Challenge Ministry Institute 
("TCMI") where she earned a teaching certi�cation.  Julia stated that "at TCMI I learned how to do Christianity 
in real life." 

After graduating from TCMI, Julia went to work as a children's pastor at a home for women in Hawaii.  
Thanks to the foundation that she received at Teen Challenge and TCMI, Julia is excited about her life in 
full-time ministry, reaching out to others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Visit www.TeenChallenge.org to learn more about Teen Challenge!

Julia Harris
Graduate, 

Teen Challenge 
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Master's Program Scholarships Provide Greater Purpose

When a member of our military is deployed, they sacri�ce everything for our country.  These brave men 
and women are heroes who preserve our way of life.  From the remote mountains of Afghanistan, to the 
concrete jungles of Syria, you will �nd our military �ghting to preserve life, liberty and freedom.  

Our Barnabas Group ("TBG") family considers it an honor to support our military.  One of the many ways 
that our members show their support is by providing Soldiers, Marines, Sailors and Airmen with 
scholarships to The Master's Program ("TMP").  The scholarship program is aptly named the Adopt a 
Soldier Program.

Many of our military's men and women who return home from deployment �nd it very di�cult to 
acclimate back into regular life.  They have spent years working for a cause greater than themselves, and 
therefore often loose their sense of purpose.  TMP helps these amazing men and women realize that their 
lives still have a greater purpose.  Throughout the three year program, they will discover their unique 
Kingdom Calling and potential Kingdom signi�cance.

Phil Brown of The Master's Program stated the following about their Adopt a Soldier Program:

     "Most of the soldiers being sponsored are combat veterans with multiple deployments to Iraq and 
      Afghanistan.  They are "our boots on the street."  These soldiers are extremely appreciative for the 
      opportunity to attend The Master's Program on a full scholarship.  They cannot believe that a total 
      stranger would express this kind of gratitude to them in such a meaningful way."

      We want to thank TBG members Denny & Leesa Bellisi, Jordan Bennett, Dave Guzik, John Little, Bill 
      Podley, Jim Bergman, Dave Brown, Ted DeGroot, Grant & Lisa Livingstone, David Diaz, Steve Perry,
      and Brad Streelman for participating as sponsors thus far.”

If you would like to learn more about TMP’s Adopt a Soldier Program, please visit 
www.mastersprogram.webconnex.com/military.



- The Barnabas Group -
Investing in God's Special Children

Jeremiah Whitt & Kandis Heckler  
Parent Testimonial  

"Words can never express our 
sincerest appreciation for the 

amazing Fish for Life event last 
Saturday in Chicago.  You made 
not only our day, but our life!  

Thank you for sharing your heart 
of gold with the rest of the world.  
The Lord has great plans for this 
organization. Again, thank you 

very much." 

It is a beautiful sunny day in Dana Point, and the red carpet is being rolled out for 
the arrival of several VIPs.  There is a sense of excitement in the air, as all of the 
anticipation has led up to this very moment.  The cars begin to pull-up at the 
curbside, and out gets Emily (pictured above).  Emily is not a movie star or a 
celebrity, but today she will be treated like one!  Emily su�ers from limb reduction 
defect on both of her arms, but thanks to Fish for Life, Emily will enjoy VIP 
treatment as she departs for an afternoon at sea.

Fish for Life is a non-pro�t organization committed to enhancing the lives of special 
needs and handicap individuals.  Their ministry provides complimentary half-day 
�shing trips at sea for those for whom such outings would normally be unfeasible 
due to physical and mental limitations.  From a red carpet arrival to food servers, 
every detail is planned to ensure that each child feels signi�cant and truly "special."

Members of The Barnabas Group ("TBG") met with the founder of Fish for Life, Jim 
Holden, and were moved by the work that his organization is doing.  Jim Holden 
stated the following about their meeting, and TBG's subsequent follow-up:  

     "After an initial co�ee meeting, TBG wasted no time putting together a SWOT 
      team to help me de�ne areas of my mission that need improvement.  The advice 
      o�ered gave me speci�c ideas on how to improve the existing business plan to 
      more e�ectively describe the impact of my God given mission." 

Several members of TBG have also come alongside Fish for Life, and are pouring out 
God's love on His beautiful children.  If you would like to partner with Fish for Life, 
or learn more about their ministry, please visit www.�shforlife.org.
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Co-Founder of The Barnabas GroupBob Shank2016 SAN DIEGO BARNABAS GROUP 

MEETING & EVENT DATES! 

Thursday Morning, Feb. 25, 2016:  This meeting will be held at Handlery Hotel, 950 Hotel Circle North, 
  San Diego, CA 92108. We will begin with a full breakfast at 7:30 am and conclude with lunch.

Wednesday Evening, May 11, 2016:  This meeting will be held at Handlery Hotel in San Diego. It will begin at 
  5:30 pm and end at 9:15 pm. We will have several ministries for you to meet before we go in for 
  dinner, presentations and a great evening!

Monday Evening, June 20, 2016:  Magic & music night.  This will be a joint San Diego and Orange County 
  event at El Adobe restaurant in San Juan Capistrano, CA. Comedian Nazareth will be 
  performing!

Monday Evening, August 15, 2016:  This meeting will be held at Handlery Hotel in San Diego. It will begin at 
  5:30 pm and end at 9:15 pm. We will have several ministries for you to meet before we go in for 
  dinner, presentations and a great evening!

Thursday Morning, Nov. 3, 2016:  This meeting will be held at Handlery Hotel in San Diego. We will begin with 
  a full breakfast at 7:30 am and conclude with lunch.
 

Friday Morning, Feb. 26, 2016:  This meeting will be held at the Radisson Hotel, 4545  MacArthur Blvd, 
  Newport Beach, CA 92660. We will begin with a full breakfast at 7:30 am and will conclude 
  with lunch.

Thursday Evening, May 12, 2016:   This meeting will be held at the Radission Hotel in Newport Beach. It will 
  begin at 5:30 pm and end at 9:20 pm. We will have several ministries in the patio at the Radisson 
  for you to meet before we go in for dinner, presentations and a great evening!

Monday Evening, June 20, 2016:  Magic & music night.  This will be a joint San Diego and Orange County 
  event at El Adobe restaurant in San Juan Capistrano, CA. Comedian Nazareth will be performing!

Tuesday Evening, August 16, 2016:  This meeting will be held at the Radission Hotel in Newport Beach.  It will 
  begin at 5:30 pm and end at 9:20 pm. We will have several ministries on the patio at the 
  Radisson for you to meet before we go in for dinner, presentations and a great evening!

Friday Morning, Nov. 4, 2016:  This meeting will be held at the Radisson Hotel in Newport Beach.  We will 
  begin with a full breakfast at 7:30 am and will conclude with lunch.

2016 ORANGE COUNTY BARNABAS GROUP 
MEETING & EVENT DATES!






