Celebrating 10 Years of Connecting
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“Connecting Leaders, Changing Lives”.
Our vision is to Engage Thousands of marketplace leaders with Christian ministry opportunities around the corner
and around the world. We want to Release Generosity in our communities with the dedication of unique gifts of
time, talent, touch (network), and treasure to God’s service. We also want to Launch Barnabas Groups alongside local Christian Foundations through the efforts of Master’s Program graduates and other Christian leaders, in every
American metropolitan area with a population of at least one million.
The Barnabas Group was founded by Bob Shank and Jim West in 2000 in Orange County, CA when the graduates
of the first class of The Master’s Program formed the nucleus to birth this movement. Today, there are eight chapters
across the United States in San Diego, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Silicon Valley, Chicago, Houston, Atlanta and Orange
County. In 2010 we will birth Dallas, East Bay in northern California, Charlotte and others are coming on line as
well. Connie Salios is the National Managing Partner and is being used by the Lord to spearhead this growth!
Ministries are invited to TBG quarterly meetings to share with our members ways they can use their time, talent and
network to dramatically impact God’s Kingdom—by partnering with and helping each ministry with that member’s
gifts and passions. Nationally known speakers also present cutting edge insights to challenge and engage the members
at these meetings. Members tell us over and over that the greatest benefit they receive from The Barnabas Group is the
friendships they develop with other members and ministry partners. Members donate to support the ministry of The
Barnabas Group as well as set up their own private Giving Fund at their local Christian Foundation.
I recommend you go to our website at www.barnabasgroup.org and look around to learn more about what is going
on in your area. Grab a cup of coffee and watch the seven-minute video!
As you read through this book, I pray you will see a glimpse of the first ten years of The Barnabas Group, that the
Holy Spirit will stir inside you, and that you will decide to become a part of your local Barnabas Group for years to
come. It is a decision I know you will not regret!

Jim West
Co-Founder & Managing Partner
The Barnabas Group

Letters from the Founders

In The Master’s Program,

we recognize the critical contributions made by
leaders to any enterprise that will achieve exemplary status. How does something go from
concept to reality? The process involves three crucial elements, brought into the mix at
the right time, and in the right order: 1) Vision, brought by an Originator; 2) Strategies,
brought by an Organizer; and, 3) Management, brought by an Operator. If any of those
mission-critical dimensions is absent, the enterprise will falter.
The Barnabas Group is a marvelous case study of how a movement benefits from leaders in
partnership. As the new Millennium unfolded, the first wave of graduates from The Master’s Program were in search of opportunities to change the world and build God’s Kingdom, and it was apparent that they had an incredible contribution to make to ministries.
How would that contribution best be made? Where would the matchmaking take place, to put
their time, talent, touch and treasure into leveraged linkage with ministries?

Jim West and I spent some out-of-the-box time together pondering the possibilities. In retrospect, it is obvious that God used us to channel a vision sourced in Him to conceive a growing partnership of Christian leaders who would find more opportunities in community than they would find in individual isolation. Jim was
soon joined by TMP grads who caught that vision, added complimentary dimensions to it, and strategized to put the
dreams into action. It is not trite to summarize the next decade for Barnabas: the rest is now history...
A reporter for a national magazine interviewed me recently about The Barnabas Group. He referred to me as the
“founder” of Barnabas. I told him that any claim on my part to be the founder was on-par with Al Gore’s invention of the
Internet! What a privilege for me to offer a small helping of vision to a growing cadre of leaders... and watch them
make their individual contributions, that have resulted in a powerful example of what God does when His purposes
are front-and-center, and leaders are allowed to participate in His work in keeping with their capacities.
To God be the glory, for the last 10 years in Southern California... and, for the next 10 years, across the country and
around the world!

Bob Shank
Founder/CEO
The Master’s Program
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“A s a result of our presentation
at The Barnabas Group meeting, we have had 17 inquiries.
One member is considering
mentoring a foster child, two
are considering adopting a
child, and many have volunteered their “talents”. We have
had offers for professional
fundraising skills, volunteer leadership roles, church
referrals and collaboration on
university research.”
Paula Bogenrief,
Executive Director,
His Children, Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in
Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” Looking at the footprint of
The Barnabas Group, it can be said of our efforts “You have been my witnesses in Your Jerusalem, in Your
Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”
And we’re not finished.
Since 2000 it has been my privilege to be a part of The Barnabas Group. What an amazing journey we have
been on together as we have seen men and women gain clarity about their unique God given abilities and
calling, and then connect their gifts and talents with ministries. What is truly unique about The Barnabas
Group is the long term influence and impact we are seeing by serving with a priority on investing our time
and talent in ways that will have lasting impact with individuals, leaders, and organizations.
Only by attending a Barnabas Group quarterly meeting can you really experience the energy, enthusiasm,
excitement, and encouragement that fills the room of committed followers of Jesus who seek to be faithful
stewards in every area of their lives. Imagine the Kingdom possibilities if we could have a Barnabas Group in every major
population center in our country, replicating the outcomes we have seen in our first 10 years through God’s blessing.
My current assignment is to help do just that with The Barnabas Group. We now have chapters in Orange County, San
Diego, Los Angeles, Silicon Valley, Phoenix, Chicago, Houston, and Atlanta. Next up will be Dallas, Charlotte, and the
East Bay area in California, and then wherever else God leads.
Ken Blanchard says that servant leadership is not about serving everyone; it is about serving only one. Jesus reminded his
disciples to follow his example of servant leadership by washing their feet in John 13:17 —“Now that you know these things,
you will be blessed if you do them.” The Barnabas Group is a safe place where you can be blessed and serve. We welcome
you to join us on this journey of service by becoming a member of The Barnabas Group as we begin our next decade.
Connie Salios
National Managing Partner
The Barnabas Group

Emulating the Barnabas of Scripture
To Find, Found and Fund Kingdom Enterprises
By Brian Dowd

We are named after the Barnabas of Scripture who knew how to leverage his service. It was Bob Shank who articulated
three modes to describe that service we emulate. They are to find, to found and to fund Kingdom enterprises.

Find Kingdom Enterprises
To find a ministry to serve we get exposed to many opportunities every quarter. That service is more than hours volunteered; it is time leveraged with talent and the touch from others in our network. David Hartshorne is an example of this.
With his CFO background he was an answer to the prayers of Hillview Home, a Christian group home for kids in need of
financial expertise and management. His expertise has made a big difference by overseeing their finances, most of which is
done remotely. For the ministry this was a headache with great jeopardy. For David, this is the convergence of his talents
and passion with Kingdom purpose.

Found Kingdom Enterprises
To found a ministry is to see a need or opportunity and meet it. Mike Kiley and John Siefker saw a need among Christian
students making the transition to secular universities to equip them to survive and thrive. They took the initiative to found
Wheatstone Academy, a summer program that brings together students with mentors and scholars from Biola University.
Now, 10 years later, they’ve served hundreds of students and their influence and model has impacted other locations across
the country. They have the pleasure of serving as board members while an executive director runs the ministry.

Fund Kingdom Enterprises
To fund ministries, The Barnabas Group membership includes a personal or family Giving Fund. Those funds are then
directed to the ministry investments that are chosen. There is a minimum amount due on an annual basis, but that minimum amount is far surpassed. Following the model of Barnabas we give to the extent that the Lord leads and it is a source
of pleasure.
The Barnabas of Scripture employed high impact service, which has been a model for The Barnabas Group and is expressed in countless ways. There has been great and continuing growth in the impact of the members of The Barnabas
Group. And we’re just getting started.
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Coming Alongside Ministries
In the past ten years over 200 ministries have presented to The Barnabas Group. Many more have
interviewed with the members who screen these ministries to present. In the coming pages you will
see how God has stirred in the hearts of members and connected them with a small sampling of these
ministries. TBG men and women have given freely of their time, talent and network to bless them in
great and unusual ways!

Ministries

As you might imagine, we get hundreds of requests to present in the 16-20 spots
we might have available during the year. We feel it is very important to meet with
people and hear and understand their hearts for their ministries. We also want to be
good stewards of the limited time we have available.
Ministries are introduced to us from TBG members. We want to find out five things about the ministry: a) Is the ministry
Christ-centered, b) Does the ministry have a strong leader, c) Can the ministry articulate a “business plan” (do they know
where they want to go), d) Do they have needs that TBG members can meet and that will resonate with (this is the hardest part. The needs can’t really be financial, but rather talent needs. Plus, will our group have a champion who will lead the
charge) and e) Do they have a “Big Question” we can help them brainstorm.
If the ministry appears like it might be one that could present sometime in the future, we invite them to a TBG meeting to see
what it is all about. This helps them as they prepare for their own presentation.
We have four meetings per year. Three of them are morning meetings and we will have 3-5 ministries at each. They are
scheduled 4-6 months ahead of time. We try and have different ministries (focus - kids, international, medical, etc.) on each
program so there is something for each attendee. The other meeting is an evening meeting. One or two ministries might present there while we will have tables set for 10 to 12 ministries to meet TBG members and their guests during the hour prior to
the meeting.
Here you will read the stories of some ministries The Barnabas Group members have come alongside of. But this is only
scratching the surface!

10

Christian Mission for the United Nations Community
In May of 2008, Kamran and Cherie Enayat joined Dr. Gary Allen, his wife Elaine and
their ministry team at the United Nations in New York to work with the Christian Mission for the United Nations Community. The ministry serves as a spiritual resource and
encourager for government officials and dignitaries who are stationed at or visit the U.N.
During the trip their primary role was to host a table of dignitaries for a luncheon during
which Dr. Allen gave a lecture and an invitation: “We sat in a United Nations banquet
room with officials from 60 different countries and listened as Dr. Allen spoke on the topic
of failed democracies. Then, ever so gently and with divine grace, he shared the gospel and
extended a personal invitation for all to respond. Everyone listened intently, none showed
offense. What a moment to be among Heads of Nations from all over the world and hear
the gospel proclaimed with such boldness. Truly God has his hand on the Allens and is
using this ministry to help fulfill His great commission. We were blessed to have been a
small part of it.”
Dr. Allen said, “Thank you for loaning Kamran and Cherie to us. They are an outstanding couple and team. They stepped right into our larger team that day and did an excellent
job. We would be delighted to have their help anytime. While I was at the TBG meeting, I
instinctively felt that there were a number of couples there that could step in and contribute
to our efforts to lift up the name of Jesus among government officials at this level. That day
our team ministered to a former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of one nation, the Attorney Generals of three nations, several Foreign Ministers and other Cabinet Ministers (and
several who will reach such positions in the days ahead), and three Under-Secretaries of the
U.N. Among the 3,000 officials who have attended events like this over the past 29 years are
a current sitting Head of State, and many outstanding current leaders of nations.”
Dr. Gary I. Allen, President
Christian Mission for the United Nations Community

From left: Kamran and Cheri in front of
the UN; Kamran and Cheri Enayat with
Dr. Gary and Elaine Allen at the UN

In 1999, Don Schoendorfer invested his
education and professional experience as
a Ph.D. Mechanical Engineer to create an
inexpensive, durable wheelchair. His hope
was to “transform lives, through the gift of
mobility to the physically poor, in developing countries.” In March 2002, after launching the Free Wheelchair Mission, Don made
his first presentation to The Barnabas Group
and the timing was perfect. He had just quit
his job to pursue building and distributing
wheelchairs full-time and had already distributed 100 wheelchairs. The ministry was
growing, but the construction of the chairs
took place in his garage.
Don’s encounter with The Barnabas
Group resulted in relationships that offered
guidance in creating a strategic plan for
the organization, and a financial gift that
allowed the ministry to move the chair
production out of his garage and into a factory. Don states, “The most important thing
we gained from The Barnabas Group was
support. Members came alongside the Free
Wheelchair Mission and affirmed us. For a
new organization, this affirmation brought
great confidence, as many members stepped
forward with clear encouragements that
have continued for the last eight years. Their
support was more than financial; the moral,
spiritual, nutritional, and strategic planning
support was invaluable.” Since that first presentation, the Free Wheelchair Mission has
visited The Barnabas Group four more times.
Each time new doors have opened for the
organization, bringing in more encouragement, board members, and even participants
in the distribution trips overseas.

Specifically, Barnabas Group members actively participated in the first few
fundraising events for the Free Wheelchair
Mission. Another member of The Barnabas
Group treated the ministry team of 25 volunteers to a delicious gourmet dinner, while
others continue to facilitate and participate
in numerous strategic planning meetings for
the organization. Other members have been
involved with underwriting the creation of
ministry literature packets, and have participated in overseas distribution trips. Connections through The Barnabas Group have
also paid the salary of four staff members,
allowing the organization to develop an
infrastructure. This foundation is a necessity as the Free Wheelchair Mission strives
to meet an incredible need. Over 355,000
wheelchairs have been distributed to date,
and the Free Wheelchair Mission’s goal is
to provide twenty million wheelchairs this
decade. Don says, “I doubt that we would
exist today had Barnabas not helped when
they did. Many people have gained mobility, dignity, and chances for better lives.
Perhaps our deeds have opened their hearts
to God’s love as well.” God has allowed The
Barnabas Group to come alongside the Free
Wheelchair Mission to encourage the mission, and to offer time, talent and treasure
to transform lives through mobility.
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Ministries
What Ministries are saying about The Barnabas Group

“The Barnabas Group has been a tremendous asset to the
ministry of The Grove Center for the Arts & Media. In our
vision to see Christ in culture through the arts and media,
The Barnabas Group has helped advance our mission of cultivating, connecting and creating spiritual transformation
in people’s lives. Presenting at The Barnabas Group opened
our young organization to a whole realm of new friendships,
ministry partners and strategic alliances. Through Barnabas,
our ministry received new ministry volunteers serving with
their time and talents as well as strategic planning workshops
that have helped shaped our ministry. We also received two
free $10,000 computer servers for Grove Films during a computer crisis. In terms of time, talents, network and generous
giving, I can’t think of a better ministry that willingly facilitates more ministry for others than The Barnabas Group. God
is working through The Barnabas Group members in powerful ways.”
Joey O’Connor, Executive Director
The Grove Center for the Arts & Media

“In the fall of 2008, The Barnabas Group invited The Seed Company and Faith
Comes By Hearing to make a presentation to three California chapters. This platform gave us the opportunity to share the Bible translation needs representing
over 2200 language groups still needing Scripture.
Over 500 attendees listened in as Connie Salios interviewed Roy Peterson,
CEO of The Seed Company and Morgan Jackson, CEO of Faith Comes By Hearing.
Partnership was a recurring theme in their remarks. The two organizations have
worked together on various fields around the world with TSC doing Bible translation and FCBH recording the entire New Testament in dramatized format. Large
numbers of people came up after the presentation requesting more information on
the two organizations.
We are very grateful to The Barnabas Group members who have encouraged us
with their support.”
Doug Kogler
Director of Foundation and Executive Partner Relations
The Seed Company

The Centers are a unique international network of evangelical cult research and education
agencies. Our main goal is to equip Christians in the developing world for discernment,
the defense of the faith, and cult evangelism. While a number of ministries seek to fulfill
this biblical mandate in North America, there are next to none in the developing world,
where many cultic movements are growing most quickly and with the least resistance; it is
this need that the Centers were founded to meet.
“The Barnabas Group has been a remarkable vehicle for encouraging and sustaining our
ministry. Through a strategic gift, one of its member couples made possible the dramatic
re-making of our principal web site (www.TheCenters.org), which now features unique
searchable databases of cultic movements worldwide. And the connection with Mission
Increase Foundation has shaped our development strategies for several years.
I am deeply grateful for the lasting impact of TBG and the people God has brought to
take our outreach to the next level of effectiveness.”
Paul Carden, Executive Director
The Centers for Apologetics Research (CFAR)
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International Training &
Equipping Ministries

In September 2007, I had the honor and privilege of presenting our ministry, International Training & Equipping
Ministries (ITEM), to The Barnabas Group in Orange County,
CA, a group of professionals from all walks of life who want
to know how they can be involved in local and international
missions. The follow up mechanism was ideal. Each one
in attendance was given the opportunity to request more
information from any of those making presentations that
morning. I was pleasantly surprised to be sent a list of 16
individuals or organizations who wanted to hear more.
From the follow up, another nonprofit organization
opened up discussions about a possible partnership and I
was introduced to a church’s missions’ coordinator. ITEM
also received close to $15,000 in gifts, even though we did
not directly ask for financial support.
But the positive benefit to this ministry didn’t stop there.
On subsequent visits to Southern California, I’ve had opportunities to continue some of the relationships I made during
that first trip. By God’s grace, through some of the original
contacts, ITEM has been introduced to a second church, has
been led to a grant writer who is helping ITEM find foundations who will help fund some of the seminars ITEM conducts, and has received close to $3,000 in additional gifts,.
I am very thankful for the opportunity I had in 2007 to
present this ministry at the meeting of The Barnabas Group
in Orange County, California. It has been, to date, one
of the most important events in the development of this
young organization.
Dr. Steve Van Horn,
President and Founder

Clockwise from upper left: Steve Van Horn instructing pastors how
to teach from the Bible, sign advertising witchcraft as medicine,
pastors studying God’s word, and Steve Van Horn standing outside a
local church with congregation
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What Ministries are saying about The Barnabas Group
Worldview Resource Group

“The Barnabas Group has directly impacted Worldview Resource Group is two specific ways:
1.	Tim Minor—Through an introduction from Jim West, I met Tim Minor, a consultant providing help to The Barnabas Group
		 members in creating metrics specifically for the social sector. Tim and I discussed what metrics were and how to apply
		 them to the intangibles of nonprofit management and ministry. This concept enabled Worldview Resource Group to
		 define its sets of objectives in measurable increments. WRG has applied metrics to its vision and strategies for Ibero		 America, India, and it’s equipping of agencies working with First Nations people in Northern Canada.
2.
		
		
		
		

Jim “Jamie” Edwards—After I made a presentation to The Barnabas Group in 2007 on behalf of Worldview Resource
Group, Jim Edwards introduced himself to me because of his interest in Latin America, a region where WRG focuses its
primary missionary training efforts among Latino nationals. Jim has extensive business experience throughout all of
Latin America. As of July 2009, Jim and I are still collaborating on strategies for equipping and funding strategic
training endeavors and projects in this region.

Thank you to The Barnabas Group for providing a network of committed business professionals who are blessing the advancement of the Kingdom of God locally in Southern California and globally.”
Robert Strauss
Worldview Resource Group

“Some of the highlights of what we’ve received from TBG members and the group
in general as follows....
1. A listening ear to encourage, challenge and refine our ideas for impactful ministry, 2.
Exposure to people who have supported our ministry financially, 3. Two of our initial board
members have come directly from Barnabas Group contact, 4. TBG has introduced us to at
least 50 new contacts for expanding our ministry, 5. One TBG member used his business to
serve as a pilot program, 6. Another TBG member helped us launch a $100K event with his
expertise in marketing and advertising/ branding/ website design/ product development,
7. We were able to launch our ministry financially under the non-profit umbrella of The
Barnabas Group, which gave us tax-deductible opportunity for fundraising while we secured our own 501c3 status with the IRS.”
Denny & Leesi Bellesi
Kingdom Assignment
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Elam’s vision is that all the people of the Iran region would have the opportunity to come to know
the Lord Jesus Christ and follow Him as a disciple,
and that they would be instrumental in taking the
Gospel to other Muslims. To achieve this Vision,
our goals are to 1) Train leaders and workers to be
effective ministers of the Gospel in the Iran region,
2) Equip the Church with resources that will assist
them in their ministry to the people of the Iran region, and 3) Send leaders and workers to strengthen
existing churches, establish new churches, and
provide relief for the poor and persecuted.
“Elam Ministries had the privilege to share our
vision and work with The Barnabas Group on May 5,
2008. We were truly overwhelmed with the welcome that the leadership and your members showed
us when we were there. The opportunity of meeting with The Barnabas Group connected us with
new people, and new churches eager to learn about
the Elam Ministries. One of the members was kind
enough to open her house and invite a few people to
come and learn more about our ministry.
We know a lot of people are praying for us
because of The Barnabas Group. For this we are
extremely grateful and thankful. Thank you for
being an effective channel toward the betterment
of others. May God bless all your efforts with
continuous success.”
Christina Voskian
Elam Ministries

“Rik and Christy Mumma, Rick and Ann Lund, Kate and Wayne Heck, Marc and Tina Ley were all introduced to Birth
Choices and Toby’s House through The Barnabas Group! For over five years they have participated in our yearly fundraisers and brought friends and family to our events. Like others from The Barnabas Group they have become monthly supporters of our ministry and always ready to lend a helping hand! They have become good friends of our ministry and serve
in areas such as: Chairing the Toby’s House Spring Event, participating in South Coast Plaza sponsored fundraising events
for Toby’s House, and attending the Birth Choice Gala at the Balboa Bay Club in Newport Beach.
Paul and Kathy Neff were introduced to us through members of The Barnabas Group. Through their Servants-Heart
Foundation, the Neffs have been instrumental in supporting our ministry in client marketing. Their foundation grants
have allowed us to expand our health care programs to young people in crisis through key word advertising across internet
platforms including Google, MSN and Yahoo. They have also supported our community outreach programs and promoted
our work in educating other Pregnancy Resource Centers and Clinics across the country in Best Practice educational programs written by our staff.
Free Wheelchair Foundation—While at the Christian Leadership Alliance Conference I met two beautiful ladies from
this organization. They came up to me following a workshop and share their love of Toby’s House and our connection
through The Barnabas Group (Matt from Mission Increase also joined us!). These two women shared that one of them
had attended a training seminar put on by our ministry and received our training manual. They stated that they were so
impressed with the professionalism of the manual that they took it back to Free Wheelchair and they were now using it
in their training program. So happy we could help and share resources because of our friendship through The Barnabas
Group! This is what it is all about—sharing God’s kingdom not only out in the world, but also from within—Thank you
to The Barnabas Group!”
Kathleen Eaton
Birth Choices and Toby’s House

Footstep Ministries				
Walking Where the Word Was Written

“We came to you concerning Pathway Adventures
and our desire to open our ministry to students of
all ages. Pathway Adventures is the high school
discipleship program that we are looking to begin
that will take students to Greece, the land where
Paul first brought the Good News of the Gospel.
Our aim is to make the Bible come to life for high
school students through seeing the Biblical sites
where the early church first began. Having worked
only with professors at colleges before, The Barnabas
Group helped us to focus our mission and recruiting
message as we sought to begin working with high
school students. Together we were able to come
up with a clear mission statement, ‘Strengthening Students in their Quest to Follow Christ.’ We
received help on the best ways to directly target
youth groups and Christian high schools, and we
have implemented this approach in our recruiting
this summer. Also, The Barnabas Group suggested
we work directly with the Christian Coalition of
Colleges and Universities, a lead that has opened
many doors for us as we are aiming to expand our
ministry in 2010.”
Adam Sparks
Footstep Ministries

Clockwise from left: Paul and Kathy Neff with
Kathleen Eaton, Rik and Christy Mumma, Joe and
Ali Woodard and Jim and Patti Edwards.
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God has used The Barnabas Group to connect e3 Partners in several key ministries:
NORTHERN ETHIOPIA has been closed to Evangelical Christian ministry for
decades. As a result of meeting and partnering with Free Wheelchair Mission, e3
Partners was able to penetrate this veil of darkness by distributing 2,200 wheelchairs.
With each wheelchair we were able to share the precious gospel of Christ with the
families. Now e3 has planted several new churches in this “closed” part of Ethiopia.
SUDAN—God used the relationship with The Barnabas Group to cause Jim
West to join us on an e3 Medical Church Planting Mission Trip to Sudan. On the
first trip Jim was able to lead several people to Christ and start several new churches.
Jim and his wife Suzy returned to work with two men Jim led to Christ on the first
trip who were now pastors of two of the new churches and were enrolled in the new
Bible School. Jim and Suzy returned a third time and continued to lead people to
Christ, disciple the new believers and plant additional new churches.
HIV HOPE CUBE—God led e3 to develop a new tool called the HIV Hope
Cube to fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Connie Salios, a Barnabas Group
member, helped e3 and SIM immensely by opening the door and facilitating two
days of strategic planning on how to use this tool to fight Aids and spread the gospel.
Connie performed the strategic planning at Jeff McKellip’s home, another Barnabas
Group member.
e3 LEGACY, Families on Mission: Several Barnabas Group members attended
gatherings at different people’s homes to help e3 develop and launch this new exciting
ministry designed to help mobilize families together on mission trips, thus leaving a
lasting legacy as a family. Scott and Kyle Shuford recently went on a trip to Kenya.
The GAMO PEOPLE GROUP, Southern Ethiopia—As a result of the presentations at The Barnabas Group by the Jesus Film, the Seed Company and Faith Comes
by Hearing, e3 got excited to join this partnership to reach the Gamo people in
Southern Ethiopia. A team has already gone to meet the Gamo people to strategize
about planting multiplying churches among this unreached people group.
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Clockwise from top: Young girl and boy in Ethiopia, Scott Shuford sharing the Gospel in Kenya
and Dan Hitzhusen, co-Managing Partner of the San Diego TBG, with an e3 Partner volunteer
sharing the AIDS cube.

Floresta

How does a local ministry get its message and ministry out to a national audience? That was
the question Floresta brought to the San Diego Barnabas Group in 2008. As an international
non-profit working among the rural poor, Floresta had seen tremendous success in transforming lives by simultaneously addressing problems of poverty, environmental degradation and
Christian faith. Nonetheless, support was largely drawn from a very
small pocket of San Diego supporters. Despite 25 years of effective work,
Floresta was often called a “best kept secret” - not exactly good news for
a ministry desiring to touch more lives among the world’s poor.
Scott Sabin, Floresta’s long-time executive director, said, “It would be
impossible to overstate the impact of The Barnabas Group and its members on our ministry. Group members have helped us make the leap to
national level, introducing us to people who resonate with our mission
and who have the skills and experience to help us grow. Barnabas Group
members have helped us tremendously.”
Examples of The Barnabas Group’s impact on Floresta include new
From left: Richard Jaynes and his
relationships with churches around the country, new board members
wife, Cecily
and several promising relationships with for-profit businesses. It has also
led to the development of an advisory marketing committee and business mentoring for Floresta staff. The input of TBG helped Floresta launch Plant With Purpose, an aggressive webbased marketing campaign. “Plant With Purpose dramatically improves the way we tell our
story to a national audience,” says Sabin.
Not only has The Barnabas Group helped Floresta’s growth in the US, but new international ministry opportunities and “public-private partnerships” have also developed. “Thanks
to The Barnabas Group, we are developing a key partnership with one of the largest cashew
producers in Africa. We hope to be working with their farmers, to help improve their growing
skills and yields. The farmers will benefit from the ministry and the corporation will benefit
with increased profits.”

“The best decision that I ever made was to throw away my
bullets,” said Carlos Garcia a recent Reality Changers applicant. “If I could change one thing about my (inner-city)
community, I would increase the number of programs available to youth where they are motivated to hold themselves
to a higher standard and guided towards aspiring to obtain
a college degree… Reality Changers exemplifies such a program.” - Jesse Sanchez, a Harvard-bound 12th grader whose
annual family income is $8,000.
TBG members help Reality Changers serve over 200
students like Carlos and Jesse – low-income, inner-city
youth who seek to follow God’s word by transforming their
lives and becoming the first members of their families to
attend college. The guidance received after a presentation at
TBG has led Reality Changers to pursue established college
alumni networks that can open more doors for the Reality Changers students seeking to pursue higher education.
Over the past two years, TBG members have blessed Reality
Changers with over $100,000 in support of its ministry
for inner-city youth. Specifically, there have been gifts of
$60,000, $33,500, and $4,000 (as well as other multiple
smaller amounts) that Reality Changers can specifically
trace to TBG members and their associates.
Chris Yanov
Reality Changers

We are thankful for the network of Godly people we have praying for us and our work
here in NY. Wanted to give you an update on the ministry of the Barnabas Group.
Rick and Sue McCarthy have contacted us every other week since you and I talked
over Skype. They call together once a month and separately two weeks after. It has
been a huge blessing for us. They have definitely been an encouragement. Thanks for
the opportunity to connect with these folks. They are already dear to us.
Todd Shoemaker
VillageMissions
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Forest Home Christian
Conference Center

“We have received support from several Barnabas
Group membersA couple of years ago a Barnabas Group member
gave Forest Home six computers which were put to
immediate use—a real blessing to us.
For the last several years a Barnabas Group member has helped to fund our military family scholarship program and has blessed over 13 military families by giving them a full week of summer family
camp. Their stories of appreciation are endless. ‘Due
to Steve’s deployments to Iraq and tremendous medical expenses, we have not been on a family vacation
since our son was born six years ago. We would love
to thank you and all of the scholarship donors for
allowing us to afford the best vacation we have ever
had! Moreover, our young son, who has experienced
significant anxiety over the past few years because
of dad’s deployments, was relaxed and so happy to
spend time as a family…’
TBG members also gave us a large gift to renovate
the cabins in Creekside and Lakeview. The renovations have made an incredible difference in the livability of our very old cabins with new knotty pine
walls, carpet, showers, toilets, sinks, doors, windows
and exterior paint. This made a huge difference to
the junior and senior high school students who use
those facilities during the summer and to the adult
groups who come up during the non-summer weekends for retreats.”
Phil Brown
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“Gateways to Better Education is a national organization
dedicated to helping public schools teach Judeo-Christian
history, thought, and values. To support the achievement
of this mission, we provide a variety of timely and valuable
resources to assist you.
I have spoken many times at the Orange County, Los
Angeles and Santa Barbara Barnabas Group meetings.
The Santa Barbara meeting led Gateways to working in
that community. I’ve preached twice to the largest church
in Santa Barbara and had very enthusiastic responses. I
conducted a ‘Keeping the Faith in Public Schools’ event for
parents and educators in the community. The Santa Barbara Barnabas Group donated funding and three people
have stepped forward as volunteer Area Coordinators for
the ministry.”
Here’s a story from a teacher who was impacted by Gateways’ work in Santa Barbara:
Heather is an elementary school music teacher in the
Santa Barbara area. Despite the blatant hostility of one of
her colleagues, Heather’s students sang Christmas carols
for the whole school this past year. However, one teacher
was not happy when he heard about her plans to teach the
children Christmas carols. Heather wrote: ‘The teacher
slammed his hand down on the desk and said to me, You
will NOT sing any Christmas carols with my students in my
room! I respected his wishes and we didn’t sing them in his
room but we sang Christmas carols in the school courtyard at an evening concert and tons of people thanked me

afterwards for being bold enough to sing carols on campus.
Thank you for encouraging me to move from fear to ‘freedom’. Heather added: ‘I had nothing but positive responses
from the faculty, the new principal, and the parents. We
even sang Silent Night as our closing song.’
“As a result of presenting at the Orange County Barnabas
Group meeting, we are now working with a couple that
have a vision for impacting both the Irvine and NewportMesa school districts. They want to bring our Gateways
Gathering (community-based monthly training for parents) to the area.
During the Los Angeles Barnabas Group meeting, I
met a husband and wife who are very well networked
with churches and schools in the Torrance, CA, area. He
is now actively working with Gateways to bring to Torrance our professional development seminar for teachers
entitled ‘Faith, Freedom & Public Schools: How to address
the Judeo-Christian tradition.’ He will also reach parents
with the ‘Keeping the Faith in Public Schools’ rally, and
he wants to mobilize and equip parents by launching a
Gateways Gathering in the community.
As we walk through the doors that The Barnabas
Group has opened for Gateways in these specific communities, together, we have the potential for impacting nearly
100,000 students and their teachers.”
Eric Buehrer
President

During Walt Wilson’s career, he was involved in the Apple start-up, worked for three
Fortune 50 companies as a senior executive, and spent 45 years in the semi conductor and
computer industry. Walt then felt God’s calling to switch gears and move to the Kingdom
sector. His time spent in technology gave him the foundation and knowledge base to start
his current venture with Global Media Outreach, spreading the gospel to every tongue, tribe,
and nation through the internet. With a staff of 25, the organization’s vision is to give
everyone on earth multiple opportunities to know Jesus, and to build their faith by connecting
them to Christian movements where they live. In the month of October 2007, the ministry
shared the gospel once every three seconds on 41 websites to 800,000 people. Based on those
encounters, 132,000 decisions were made for Christ. Last year, 10 million people received a
gospel presentation through the organizations websites, and 1.2 million made a decision for
Christ. The ministry then connects these individuals with an opportunity for discipleship in
a local setting.
When Walt presented this ministry to The Barnabas Group,
he was overwhelmed with the response. The Barnabas Group
is the single best event I have spoken at in terms of actual
results. I have a great appreciation for this kind of professional
support. I am so thankful for such enthusiasm and a vision
for Kingdom growth. Walt’s interactions with The Barnabas
Group have brought support and encouragement that have
proved to be invaluable to his ministry. “We have been surrounded by men who are using their time and talent to partner
with us in very meaningful ways.” Specifically, one Barnabas
Group member volunteered to be the Global Media Outreach
Ambassador in Orange County, connecting the ministry with
churches, volunteers, video producers and interested executives. Another member from The Barnabas Group is helping
with local strategy, helping the organization arrange a fundraising event at the Santa Ana Country Club. Yet another member recruited members from
his local church to create a video to share the story of the organization with others.
Skills, time, and treasure have been donated as The Barnabas Group members have
stepped forward to be online missionaries, donors, and volunteers. Walt shares, “I don’t
know of another organization that has supplied the kinds of services to our ministry that
The Barnabas Group has... to come alongside us, to bring expertise and skill as partners to
our organization. I am very grateful for the concept and the working out of their goals.” For
Walt, standing in front of The Barnabas Group was an enormous “encouragement... to know
that there are people interested in the growth of the kingdom, given the culture in our country… that there is still a core group of people still committed to the Kingdom.” As Global
Media Outreach works toward their goal of presenting the gospel to one billion people in
every nation of the world, the organization has been blessed by the resources and expertise
shared by The Barnabas Group.
Walt Wilson
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Barnabas Group member, Ron Henry, teaching business people in India

Global Advance

“I want to thank The Barnabas Group for the incredible blessing you have been to Global
Advance. One of our primary purposes at Global Advance is to equip Christian businesspersons in developing nations with Kingdom principles for effectiveness in the marketplace. The opportunity to present at The Barnabas Group has already yielded five Barnabas
Group members serving on our teams internationally within the past nine months! Beyond
that, TBG has yielded wonderful new friendships that have offered Godly encouragement,
sound council and valuable experience.
Thank you for your friendship and partnership. It is such a blessing to be able to work
together for the advancement of the Kingdom.”
Jonathan Shibley

“We moved our support offices into The Village of Hope in March 2007. Throughout the past
5 years, The Barnabas Group has provided time, talent, and treasure through the generosity of
members. The Barnabas Group members have logged countless volunteer hours, contributed
invaluable expertise, and given more than $1,000,000 toward the completion of The Village of
Hope. The Barnabas Group has been instrumental in getting us to where we are today.
Please pass on our gratitude to the membership of The Barnabas Group. We could not have
done it without them.”
Jim Palmer

Orange County Rescue Mission
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“By placing Christ-centered commercials on secular and Christian media
outlets all over the world, we are flooding the culture with pictures of attractive Christianity, and a loving God. Each commercial pushes people to
www.groundwire.net where coaches are waiting to listen, pray, and share
of God’s amazing love.
We are so grateful for the wonderful relationship that we have established with The Barnabas Group and their members over the past year.
After having the opportunity to present to four of the different chapters,
we are more convinced than ever that TBG model is much needed and
highly effective.
By connecting with the passions of certain members and inviting them
to be a part of something that is God-inspired, our organization has benefited greatly, as have those who have found an outlet for their evangelistic
and compassionate heart.
Here are just a few highlights and results of our growing relationship
with TBG:
•Over 60 highly motivated Kingdom focused people have indicated interest in learning more about Groundwire and its mission.
•We have been able to place and sustain Christ-centered commercials on
the #1 radio station in Phoenix, AZ reaching 435,000 people weekly.
•We have been able to place commercials on MTV, VH1, and Cartoon
Network nation wide.
•A luncheon to introduce pastors to our unique online ministry follow up
method is being hosted in Chicago.
•A fundraiser is being held in Fort Worth through a long-distance introduction made from a Barnabas Group member.
•Approximately 10 volunteer online coaches have been added to our team
to date with more to come.
•A consulting relationship has been formed to help us moving forward.
•We have engaged many strategic thinkers who are helping us scale the
follow-up portion of our ministry.
•Our network of relationships has grown exponentially in ways that will
have significant impact on the success of our mission.”
Sean Dunn
Groundwire

A few Barnabas/Keynote
connections so far:
“Jeff Abbott caught a vision for Keynote at the

August El Adobe event and played in our Keynote Golf Challenge. He raised well over $2,200
through his participation. He also recruited two
other sponsor-raising golfers!
Mike Mellace got exposed to Keynote through
the San Diego event. I was able to meet with him
on a subsequent trip to CA and he has provided
product through his Mellace Brand snack foods
for Keynote events in Indiana and California.
I met with Scott Shuford (Frontgate Media—OC
Barnabas Group member) and he has helped us
consider some new direct marketing opportunities
that may prove to be a resource for our fund development and/or outreach marketing needs.”
Rich Dundore
Keynote

“The vision of KidWorks is to transform challenged neighborhoods within central Santa Ana by building on the
strengths and potential in the community through education, character formation and personal development.
Barnabas Group members have helped us in many areas including:
Serving on our Social Enterprise Task Force; helping us determine ways to upgrade our IT capabilities with a new Server.
Serving on our search committee for our development director and offering services free of charge to do personality
screenings (Pro Scan) for all of our top candidates; also always available to provide personal mentoring and executive
coaching.
Helping to organize a tour of KidWorks and Santa Ana with the new president of Biola University and other Biola and
Santa Ana dignitaries; helping to strengthen KidWorks ties to the Biola community.
Being a strong financial support to KidWorks over the years. The support has helped us to develop programs to address
the health and health care needs of our community.
Funding our health clinic initiative.
Providing expert consultation on a variety of non-profit management topics.
Introducing us to a funding group that has been supporting us in a major way for 5 years.
Mobilized employees to raise funds for KidWorks.
Tutors at our Los Puentes center on a weekly basis.”

Project Cuddle

“What an incredible
group of caring and
Godly people. We at
Project Cuddle are
so very thankful
that you have helped
us in caring for the
tiniest of victims...
the babies. Through
funds received from
The Barnabas Group,
we have saved hundreds of babies from being abandoned. One particular case that I recall is one we
fondly call Baby Grace. Her mother heard about our
toll free crisis line and then called after delivering
at home alone. She actually met us in the park with
the newborn baby in a duffle bag. It was a miracle
that the baby survived. It was a miracle that we
were then able to get the woman to come with us to
the hospital where she and the baby got great medical care. Lastly, it was a wonderful miracle that this
frightened young woman chose a great Christian
family to adopt and raise Baby Grace. Today this
little one is thriving. Her birth mother is in college
and the adoptive family is thrilled.
There are and have been times when funds to
keep our 24 hour crisis line open have been very
slim. The Barnabas Group always comes through at
those moments. Having the faith of a mustard seed
and knowing that He knows our needs, plus The
Barnabas Group listening to His call to help, have
helped keep our doors open.”
God bless all of you that continue to do His work.
Hugs and Cuddles,
Debbe Magnusen
Founder & CEO
Project Cuddle

Ava Steffans
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Pathway Schools
“The Barnabas Group is a valued friend to
Pathway School. TBG invited Pathway School
to present our ministry before we opened our
doors to intelligent students who learn differently, in September of 2003. Pathway is a
Christian School dedicated to educating the
minds, encouraging the spirits and developing the God-given potential of intelligent 1st
through 9th grade students who struggle to
succeed in traditional classroom settings.
Steve Perry, a TBG member, heard that
presentation and during our first year of
operation he and his wife, Susie, of Sacred
Harvest Foundation, came to visit our school.
They caught the Pathway vision and since
that time, Sacred Harvest has funded Pathway School’s scholarship program. Their
funding has allowed Pathway to grow and
extend our services to families who would
not otherwise be able to afford the unique,
individualized education their intelligent students with learning differences need.
Sacred Harvest Foundation has also offered us suggestions and mentored Pathway
into sound business and fundraising practices. Brett Trowbridge, another TBG member,
stepped in as a business consultant to offer
suggestions for developing the potential effectiveness and financial viability of our operation. Acting upon the combined suggestions
made by Brett and Sacred Harvest, Pathway
is still growing steadily toward completion of
our vision. One of the most significant recommendations Brett proposed was that we hire
22

an experienced administrator. Once again,
Steve and Sacred Harvest intervened to provide seed money for a successful gift matching opportunity to pay the new administrative salary.
As we began planning for our most recent
step of expansion, adding 1st and 2nd grades,
as well as a 9th grade class for fall of 2009,
Pathway was invited to present an update to
The Barnabas Group. Following that presentation, Dean Del Sesto, of TBG and owner
of Breviti marketing agency, presented Pathway with stunning advertising layouts and
invaluable brand awareness advice. Dean
significantly upgraded our marketing impact
through his donation of time and expertise.
Pathway is blessed to be experiencing expansion during these daunting economic
times, and we attribute much of our donor
support and community awareness to our
partnership with The Barnabas Group and
its members who want to support Christ-centered ministries.
Congratulations on 10 years of service
to and support of fledgling ministries like
Pathway School who are devoted to Kingdom work. Our history would have been very
different without you.”
Susie Wenger

“Through our recent San Diego and Orange County
Barnabas Group meetings, we were blessed with 123
contact opportunities, which we are actively following
up on.
These types of opportunities and connections are
what excite me about the body of Christ and what the
Lord is doing every day all around the globe that connects his people to one another. Also, I read the notes
this morning that were sent out as a follow up from
the two meetings we attended and I am so impressed
with the entire Master’s Program and The Barnabas
Group. As a man who spent nearly 30 years owning and running my own businesses in a very small
market, I envy what you people have and I would have
loved to have had this type of an opportunity.
I want you to know that I have added TBG to my
daily prayers and I trust the Lord will add to your
numbers and bless your efforts for what you are doing
to help advance His Gospel thru out the world. God
bless all of you.”
Greg Oliphant
Peacemaker Ministries

“Through association with The Barnabas Group, Roger and Gayle Ham opened
their home to God’s Kids for a ‘Parties with a Purpose’ event. God’s Kids was
blessed with new friends and financial commitments.
God’s Kids was also introduced to Mark and Trish Van Mourick of the OPTIVEST Foundation. As a result of this connection, the children of the Village
were blessed with funding for construction of Homes 2 and 3 of the four homes
first block in the Village.
When new Kids first arrive at the Village of Hope in the Philippines they
are greeted with songs and banners and hugs from their new Mom and Dad.
Knowing that so many of the Kids welcoming them faced the same hardships
in life, the empathy that creates is just stunning. Seeing Kids take their first
steps into a new life full of Hope creates one of the most powerful feelings this
side of eternity.
The name ‘Village of Hope’ was chosen because these Kids had no hope. They
come from the cities and towns on Bohol and nearby islands. They are orphans
or abandoned kids who had no one looking out for them. They weren’t in school
and had no hope. Now they do! These children in the Philippines have been
blessed by The Barnabas Group.
In addition to the Philippines, God’s Kids supports 18 orphanages in India,
Liberia, Mexico and Thailand. God’s Kids gratefully acknowledges the partnership of The Barnabas Group to help make it possible to feed, shelter, clothe and
educate orphans”.

Clockwise from top: Two
of the homes purchased
and built by The Optivest
Foundation, orphans living and being served in
these homes

Dion Quinn
God’s Kids
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“Last year, upon returning from 5 years in Africa, I needed some help considering my new role, how to strengthen our Board and to brainstorm how to
fundraise for a massive orphan boarding school building project in the midst
of an economic recession.
Jeff Armour, President of Armour Building Company and Randal Bramel
of Bridgeport Investment Company spent a significant amount of time, treasure
and talent with me, and Jeff and his wife Karen even went to South Africa to
visit Bridges of Hope’s Community Development Ministry and Orphan Boarding Academy (his son, Chase, and daughter-in-law, Lisa, work with Bridges of
Hope). Their input was invaluable and their encouragement to dream big and
allow God to provide was a huge gift. I am grateful for the opportunity to get
connected with TBG and for their encouragement and support.”
Dennis Wadley

“We had a great time at The Barnabas Group
meeting last week and we so appreciate the opportunity to share the vision God has given with
the members. We did make a lot of connections
and we will be following up with next steps. So
far we have received a gift of $1,000 and five
or so Barnabas Group members indicated that
they are advocating WorkLife Ministry at their
church in partnership with HCAW.”
—Duane & Doug Moyer, His Church At Work
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“At Pacific Youth, we are at a disadvantage in the non-profit world. We work
with juvenile delinquents, adult criminals, sex offenders, drug addicts, and alcoholics, i.e. the ‘great unwashed’ of society. Most Americans do not identify
with the criminal element and so funding is a constant difficulty for non-profits like Pacific Youth. However, God in his mercy raised The Barnabas Group
(TBG) to be a bridge builder between resources and needs. Here is our story:
TBG has hosted events where we could provide a booth to present who we
are and what we do. Invited guests with time, talent, network and treasure are
blessed with an evening of great fellowship, food, powerful speakers, followed
by encouragement to visit each booth and explore future partnering opportunities. Having an assembled group provided is a tremendous blessing. We have
been able to network, recruit volunteers for institutional ministry, and receive
funding. We also have been able to sensitize the Christian community regarding the needs of the M-I-A’s of society (Marginalized, Incarcerated, and Alienated). This, in and of itself, aids Pacific Youth to fulfill its God-given mission.
TBG is one of the few outreaches that intentionally model themselves from
a biblical hero. In the New Testament, Barnabas is the example of one who
exhorts through encouragement and comfort. When people sag, they need a
Barnabas in their life. When one becomes ‘weary in the work’ (not ‘weary of
the work’) they need a Barnabas. There is much need and too few Barnabas’ in
the world today. TBG has vigorously filled that vacuum.
TBG is wonderful to arrange trainings, speaking events, and managerial
support to those who request. If Pacific Youth has a need, TBG is a call away.
Even if they cannot provide what is immediately needed, they welcome the call
and truly care. TBG is in our balcony cheering us on and providing real help
to accomplish our mission.”
R. Steve Lowe
President

Walking On Water is a Christian non-profit organization dedicated to sharing
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with this generation’s global surfing community.
Professional surfer Bryan Jennings started Walking on Water in 1995 with
the vision of using his surfing abilities to share his faith with young people.
His idea was to hold an overnight surf camp for junior high and high school
students where he would not only teach students how to surf, but also focus on
sharing his Christian faith. What started as a small camp of ten students has
now grown into a worldwide ministry that reaches thousands of people through
surf camps and films.
“I had heard about The Barnabas Group for years and was very honored
when they finally asked me to make a presentation. In fourteen years of the
Walking on Water ministry, I have very rarely been as encouraged as I was
through The Barnabas Group. To be in a room full of business men and women
who actually took time out of their day to come along side some ministries to
hear how they can help and encourage was so amazing to me. As a result of my
presentation we received three offers for free office space (one that we are currently in), financial donations, many new contacts/friends, a volunteer advisory group, prayer support, and a huge dose of much needed encouragement!
I would like to thank everyone at The Barnabas Group!!!”
Bryan Jennings
Founder and Executive Director

Barnabas Group members, including Jim Peevey, San Diego TBG Board Chair,
participate in Walking on Water golf tournament

When Bob Drake became a believer in 1999,
he was anxious to start serving God in a tangible way. He soon received a call asking him
to help mentor a twelve-year-old boy, living
in a local shelter after experiencing abuse
from his father. Once he began to mentor
this boy, he saw an enormous need, and
Mentor ME was born. Bob started calling
other Christian men, asking them to help in
the mentoring of other boys from the shelter.
After working with the local shelter for almost two years, Bob expanded the scope of
Mentor ME, and eventually left his career to
work full-time for the ministry.
During his time with the local shelter, he
met Bob Brumleu and Rick McCarthy who
referred him to The Barnabas Group meetings. As he continued to expand the ministry, he received help from Barnabas Group
mentors to create a 501(c)(3) organization
for Mentor ME. Bob presented his ministry to The Barnabas Group, and during his
presentation, mentioned that he felt called
to locate the Mentor ME ministry in the
City of Orange. Over The Barnabas Group
lunch, a man leaned over and offered him
the use of a large room in central Orange to
use for meetings. Bob drove to Orange and
received the key to the facility that day, and
the venue became a perfect space to hold
meetings with the mentors and boys.
Through his relationship with The
Barnabas Group, an office was donated to
Mentor ME, with all tools and amenities,
for two years. In addition, Barnabas Group

members have donated a foosball table to one
of the Mentor ME facilities, a special event
last year for the boys and mentors to enjoy
a suite at an Angel’s game with all the food
they could eat, and several thousand dollars
in cash donations. Another member of The
Barnabas Group committed to sponsor all
the boys and mentors to attend a Christian
summer camp each year. Barnabas Group
members have also come alongside Bob as
business advisors. “These men are gifted in
business, and God makes them available.
There has not been a time when I’ve presented a need that has not been met… The
Barnabas Group has helped our ministry
feel loved by Jesus, by giving us resources to
be as effective as possible to meet the needs
of fatherless boys.”
Through the relationship with The
Barnabas Group, Mentor ME received a free
membership to Christian Management Association, and was involved in a ministry symposium at the yearly conference, which led to
other seminars that have been instrumental
in the growth and health of the ministry.
“It’s not an overseas mission... it’s in our
backyard. It’s sometimes hard for people to
understand, but it’s important to God.” As
Bob works hard to connect fatherless boys
with mentors, he is grateful to the time,
resources, and talent he has received from
The Barnabas Group.
Bob Drake
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Relationship 180

Relationship 180 was founded by Milan and Kay Yerkovich and
Eric Nachtrieb when they decided that there was a need to equip
Christian leaders and laity with both the knowledge and relational
skills necessary to foster nurturing and loving relationships with
the Lord and one another.
About four years ago (2005), Relationship 180 (R180) was invited to give a presentation to The Barnabas Group. At the time,
R180 lacked clarity and definition in regard to its vision, mission
and core values. “We had good intentions, but we needed help to
articulate a clear message. The help we received from TBG came in
two parts.
1. Dean Del Sesto, of Strata Media, came along side Relationship
180, and met with us extensively. He helped us to shape brand,
vision, mission and core values statements, all of which were used
in the creation of our website. Dean also helped us design our
logo, stationary, artwork and all components of our branding. This
consulting service that TBG provided was invaluable to R180, and
would undoubtedly have cost us thousands of dollars if we were to
pay for it. We could not have afforded this expertise.
2. R180 was invited by John Pearson to be part of The Peter
Drucker Series of meetings at no charge. This education helped
us to further refine our vision, mission and core values and to
solidify our goals as a Christian ministry and non-profit organization. Again, this was a huge gift, both in intellectual capital and
financial savings.
Because of the help that The Barnabas Group gave us, we have
been able to clearly present R180’s ministry to clients and donors,
and our organization is still serving God’s Kingdom today. Also,
members of TBG have continued to give us support and encouragement as we move forward.”
Milan and Kay Yerkovich
Relationship 180
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“JesusCentral.com has been privileged to
present at three Barnabas chapters…
JesusCentral.com makes Jesus known to
people in China, most who have never heard
His name. At a fully loaded cost of 25 cents
per visitor, we purchase ads from Google,
and attract a person to our simple and clear
website about Jesus, including online communities and courses.
Barnabas San Diego—
Steve Murray befriended
JesusCentral’s founder and
made numerous introductions, recruited facilitators
for our Jesus 101 course,
connected us with Generous Giving, and hosted a
dinner with various men
from his church. Three
of those men have made a
substantial impact as well.
Rand Mulford, came
along side the ministry to
help us listen to God for
vision and direction, rather than simply pursuing the plans of man. Rand has convened
multiple listening prayer events with our
board members and team, and now leads us
in our weekly prayer sessions. The end result
is more joy, and a transformative journey with
Jesus, rather than just ministry ‘impact.’
Shawn Parr has activated some top quality marketing professionals to help. Shawn’s
professional firm, Bulldog Drummond,
equipped JesusCentral with top quality pre-

sentation graphics, a new corporate logo and
image, an engaging homepage layout and a
fundraising video.
With Tim Marusich’s help, JesusCentral
has a more impactful donor presentation and
message. Also, Tim recruited an executive
assistant who enables the founder to achieve
far more today.
Barnabas Orange
County—JesusCentral
received a surprising and
generous financial gift
from the Orange County
chapter. OC TBG is
responsible for literally
thousands of incremental
people in China who are
now aware of Jesus, understand Him more, and
some to even accept Jesus.
Barnabas Silicon
Valley—The brainstorm
session at the Silicon Valley event challenged us to
focus on making JesusCentral available to
mobile phone users in China. Ryon Paton
helped coalesce the mobile team. Craig Ferrill offered technical insight, and Cliff Tan
offered market insight. Nine months after
that first Barnabas connection, JesusCentral
launched its initial Chinese website for
mobile phones.”
Vip Patel

The Power of the Blessing

“Here are a couple of things that we experienced from
working with Jim West and The Barnabas Group—
1. The first thing Jim West did was have us meet for
coffee. He asked us to fill out a ministry presentation
survey report. That project in itself was amazing for us.
It enabled us to clarify and focus on what the most important priorities are to our ministry. The hardest part
of the whole survey was learning how to ask The Barnabas Group members to be involved... So many times
vision is the only thing that gets communicated, and
the steps and what needs to get done gets left out of the
meeting. Everyone we met in The Barnabas Group has
become a part of that to make a difference. We learned
that the most powerful way to spread the message was
learning how to give ways for members to be involved
with their time, talent and networks.
2. The presentation day was a powerful day for us.
We had 135 members come up and ask to be involved.
We are still following up and are looking forward to
watching how God expands this message.
Our first introduction to The Barnabas Group was
through the SWOT Team. Jim West and his band of
12 SWOT team members met with our advisory board
in Newport Beach. It was a rich time for us. Not only
did they bring a wealth of information and wisdom
to the table, they really understood the message and
gave us the insight we needed to take the next steps
in ministry. There is so much untapped talent out
there in the business world that the church has yet
to tap in to. I ran into the voice of wisdom that came
out of men and women who have learned to end their
race making a difference for the King.
One of the Barnabas Group members, Donna Andert, donated a number of consulting hours to work
with us. Her insights and wisdom were like a lighthouse to us. She gave us some brilliant insights into
the art of fundraising in these perilous times, and
helped us see that fundraising is ministry. I am looking forward to working with her in the future as the
message of the Blessing of the Father grows.”
Ed McGlasson
The Power of the Blessing

“Wheatstone Academy, a worldview ministry for high school students, was privileged to
present to The Barnabas Group members both in Orange County and Los Angeles in February
of 2009. We were able to share our mission and plans for growth with leaders in business and
ministry in our area.
This opportunity was priceless. To have a room of experts in ministry and business growth,
networking, and development who are available to us for advice and prayer was a rare treat for
a small nonprofit ministry such as ours. At the meeting itself, several members approached us
with business cards and networking opportunities that would suit our specific needs.
Having several board members who are members of TBG has proved beneficial for us as
well. As we expand our ministry throughout the U.S., we’ve been introduced to other members who might connect us with their local networks. I don’t believe our expansion efforts
would be what they are without this community of supporters.
We were also blessed to be introduced to other leaders of nonprofit ministries while at
TBG meetings. To brainstorm and share ideas with directors and fundraisers was valuable.
Collaboration both on the consulting side and the peer side of ministry is a true gift as we
seek to accomplish our mission to raise up the next generation of Christian leadership.”
Rebecca M. Fort
Executive Director
Wheatstone Academy

“Just wanted to let you know of a wonderful outcome from the recent
Barnabas Group meeting. Pastor Martin was very excited to learn of
the work of His Children. I contacted Paula and we met last week. It
was a great time of fellowship! We had the opportunity to learn more
about our respective ministries. As you may know, Paula is a wealth
of information. We discussed possible ways to partner to bring NextSteps’ support to other foster/adopted youth. I will be joining Paula at
her quarterly meeting to share NextSteps.
Thanks for your faithfulness to God and your friendship to us.”
—April Warfield, Next Steps
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL PROJECT’S

3rd Annual West Coast Luncheon at The Great Park
Barnabas Group Members Help Raise $57,000...and more!
The International School Project (ISP) exists to take the hope of
Christ to children through their teachers. By invitation of the
Ministry of Education we train teachers in a conference setting to use the JESUS film and a Biblically based curriculum.
ISP provides governments with what they desperately need and
want, a strategy to change the hearts of the next generation, in
order to be a moral asset to society.
Three couples, who were connected to the INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL PROJECT (ISP) by The Barnabas Group, participated
in ISP’s 3rd Annual West Coast Luncheon this last May. Two
couples, Gary and Karen Lorenz and Tim and Darci Voorhees,
attended the first Planning Committee and became key volunteers to this exciting fundraising event.
At the Planning Committee, Darci was the first to volunteer
to coordinate a Silent Auction. Immediately, six other ladies
joined with her to help.
Tim Voorhees agreed to help with the program and present the
“Ask.” One of the donors said, “Get Tim Voorhees to close every
event. That guy has ideas we have never heard.” After the event,
Tim met with several attendees and so far, future donations to the
ministry are estimated to be approximately $1 million.
The second couple, Gary and Karen Lorenz, attended the
Planning Committee and volunteered to invite friends. Their
donation to the Silent Auction, gift to the ministry, and other
efforts added to the event total.
The third couple, which was introduced to ISP by The Barnabas Group, is Mark and Trish Van Mourick and they supported
us generously.
Lynn Dobosy
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“As the founder and director of Sparrow
Clubs USA, I was invited to present the mission, vision and story of our organization to
The Barnabas Group members in Phoenix,
San Diego, Costa Mesa and Los Angeles in
the fall of 2008 and February 2009. It was
an honor and privilege to meet and share
with many other Christians in the marketplace who are seeking to serve our Lord by
sharing their time, talent, and network with
Kingdom-impacting non-profit ministries.
From the outset when Sparrow Clubs USA
was first being considered as a potential
Barnabas Group presenter we found the
process itself to be a valuable exercise for
our organization. Completing the Ministry
Report helped us to clearly think through
and succinctly articulate our ‘Elevator
Speech’, ‘Five Drucker Questions’, ‘SWOT
Analysis’ and ‘Strategic Ways for Members
to be Involved.’
In each presentation I told the story of
how Sparrow Clubs began. How insurance refused to cover my nine month old
son’s desperate need for a bone marrow
transplant; how the most picked on kid
in my school—a 7th grade boy named
Dameon—emptied his bank account
and brought in $60 to save Michael; how
students rallied behind Dameon’s sacrificial gift and sparked the community to
raise over $227,000 in four short weeks;
how Michael is now alive and well and

how the story led us to launch Sparrow
Clubs USA—an organization that matches
children in medical crisis as service projects
to schools across the country. I shared how
Sparrow Clubs teach young people to take
their eyes off themselves and experience
God’s watch care and compassion for the
weak and broken.
As a result of our presentations, Sparrow
Clubs has about fifty newly committed Barnabas friends. And, even though we are in the
early stages of building these relationships,
some of these new friends have already begun
to participate in several ways including:
•Being ‘stage-setters’ for Sparrow Projects by building awareness and relationships within their local business, medical
and educational communities.
•Helping us accomplish our expansion goals by representing Sparrow Clubs
within their own professions, associations
and communities.
•Giving financially to help Sparrow Clubs
raise much needed operating support.
Our hope and prayer is that our Barnabas Group friends will discover greater
depths of joy, love and fulfillment in their
walk with Jesus in measures that would
far surpass their investment into Sparrow
Clubs USA.”
Jeff Leland
Sparrow Clubs USA

Family Research Council

“In November of 2008, the Family Research Council had the
privilege of presenting to The Barnabas Group meetings in San
Diego, Orange County, and Los Angeles. Dr. David Prentice
talked about our work in educating all areas of our culture on
the issue of stem cell research. There were many good contacts
and ministry opportunities that came from these meetings,
but one of the most significant came from a young businessman who has been following our work for several years. His
concern was that the pro-family message in America was not
connecting with the Millenial Generation of 18 to 29 year olds.
This led to a lunch meeting to discuss the matter further.
He and his wife then hosted a group of young couples in
his home, which served as a focus group to provide valuable feedback on the need to rebrand our ministry to reach
a young generation. In the following months, we have done
extensive work in transitioning all of our communication
methods to digital media, social networking tools, a more interactive website, and a rebranding strategy to help us shift
with today’s culture. Our message remains the same, but this
encounter with a young Barnabas Group member has led to
better ways to share our message to reach more people. This is
not only helping us be a better ministry, it is having influence
on other like-minded ministries which will ultimately help
impact our entire culture in America.”
Gil Mertz
Family Research Council

“Double R Ranch presented our ministry in February 2008. Immediately I knew this was
more than ‘networking’; this was relationship. Our opportunity to present opened doors far
beyond our expectations. One person saw our ministry as an answer to his prayers; The Lord
used Double R to meet his family’s needs.
Another, a Civil Engineer from the Imperial Valley, introduced us to a supplier of Alfalfa,
Bermuda, and ‘Goat Hay’, that saves us thousands of dollars annually. As a non-profit 501(c)
(3), we live on the services of volunteers. Because of The Barnabas Group presentation, we
have a steady stream of highly skilled volunteers bringing services to the ranch.
Even the ‘laid-back’ life on a ranch, requires visionary leadership and efficient management. What better place to find those attributes, than the cutting edge, professional, and most
importantly Christian, partners we met in The Barnabas Group. Because of Christ, this is
relationship; with Him and one another!”

From left: Double
R Ranch and men
studying scripture.

Houston Ray Johnson, Jr.
Double R Ranch
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College Area Pregnancy Services

Vanguard Ministries
Dave Irby started Vanguard Ministries in 1991, after being involved with several soccer ministries, and
men’s soccer at Azusa Pacific University. He began taking his college athletes to minister in Mexicali each
spring, and the short-term mission grew into a full-time calling as he devoted his time to opening hearts
through the game of soccer.
Vanguard Ministries has become a global soccer ministry that exists “to serve as an arm of the local
church and a partner with mission agencies around the world.” Through the game of soccer, Vanguard has
been able to enter countries that would never welcome traditional missionaries. Vanguard Ministries now
owns a minor league soccer team in Salem, Oregon. Bringing together Christian soccer players and local
church leaders, this unique ministry has been able to minister to people in prisons, stadiums, refugee camps,
and slums. Dave and his soccer teams have traveled to over 30 countries, including Jordan, Israel, Uganda,
Sudan, Mozambique, Kenya, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Indonesia, Thailand, Peru, Honduras, Guatemala,
Mexico, Germany, England, and Austria. In addition, Vanguard operates another soccer hub in Vienna, Austria, where two professional soccer players work with the at-risk youth there and in Romania and Kosovo.
Dave was introduced to Jim West and invited to speak at a meeting of The Barnabas Group. He presented
the vision and mission of Vanguard and several members of The Barnabas Group came alongside Vanguard
with “financial assistance, sound business council, and ministry project set-up.” Specifically, Vanguard’s
relationship with The Barnabas Group resulted in attaining high quality brochures printed for the ministry.
Through The Barnabas Group, Vanguard’s minor league team of eighteen players traveled to Peru in June of
2007 to minister to churches along the Amazon River. Many thousands of people made decisions to accept
Christ. As Vanguard Ministries strives to spread the gospel through the universal game of soccer, they are
appreciative of the assistance they have received from The Barnabas Group.

“I was so blessed to be involved with TBG on many levels.
Being present in a group of Godly leaders and business
people was refreshing to say the least. I enjoyed the fellowship and sharing of minds. The presentation itself was
stretching and greatly encouraging for me. It helped me to
form a really strong presentation that can be used in many
settings and that in itself will help greatly in the future. I
will hopefully be able to use it in follow up presentations
opened up to me through your members. I am certainly
grateful for the privilege of being there to represent CAPS.
Being one among the list of amazing ministries presenting
was truly a privilege.
The Volunteer Bucket workshop was also a great help for
my Program Manager. Thank you for offering that to us.
I have had three of the TBG members tour our facility and two more planned. I have met with another two
outside of the center and have had email contact with the
others. They will all receive our newsletters and future personal contact from me. Within each of their niches, there
will be times in the future when their expertise or wisdom
will be invaluable. I do understand that it takes a nurturing
and building of relationships and I plan to do that well.
Through your members, I have been introduced to
our local Bethel Seminary Dean to expand our resource
network and come alongside for future referrals; was
introduced to a local church pastor; received guidance and
direction on several levels to help in the planning of our
expansion; and gained three members for our Executive
Advisory Board. Also, one of our new major donors is a
Barnabas Group member.”
Julie Niven
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MIKA

“It is a privilege and blessing to be a part of The
Barnabas Group network. Since Mika first presented
at The Barnabas Group in Orange County we have
gained several trusted advisors, active volunteers
and ministry partners. As I reflect on our connection
with Barnabas I am amazed at the web of Kingdom
connections and links that were sparked from Barnabas members. It is hard to articulate, but I can pick
one person I met at Barnabas and follow how they led
us to other supporters and help, resulting in a web of
support and hands on ministry. This has happened
over and over.
Beyond the hands on help we have received from
Barnabas members and their friends, we have gained
exposure and credibility by being connected with The
Barnabas Group. Having gone through the process and
coaching that Barnabas provides gives credibility as
Barnabas is a trusted group in the larger community.
Additionally it is an encouragement to our Mika
team to hear all that the Lord is doing in and through
other ministries. When we connect at The Barnabas
Group I am reminded that we are playing one small,
important role in the broader Kingdom work happening around the world. Thank you Barnabas for
bringing us together and equipping us to move forward as we act justly, love mercy and walk humbly
with our God.”
Many thanks,
Crissy Brooks
Co-founder and Executive Director
Mika Community Development Corporation

“MAZE is a unique evangelistic tool that utilizes the entertainment medium of stage illusion to effectively communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We’ve been truly blessed as
we’ve witnessed to thousands of college and high school students all over the world. This amazing ministry could not
have existed without the influences of The Barnabas Group
and one of their faithful members, Mr. Jimmy Edwards of
Newport Beach, California.
In the beginning, MAZE seemed to be kind of a fluke idea.
When one stops to really think about the concept, it does
seem a bit silly… ‘reaching young people with card tricks’???
It was most definitely a difficult concept to communicate, but
there was one man who believed in us from the very beginning and who would utilize his talents and resources to get
MAZE off the ground in 2003. That man was Barnabas Group
member, Jimmy Edwards.
With the Lord’s grace, and Jimmy’s effective leadership
as MAZE’s chairman, youth pastors, evangelists, and campus ministers all over the world have utilized MAZE. In 2007,
MAZE shared the Gospel with 200,000+ high school and college students in 40+ cities all over the world. As MAZE’s effectiveness continued to progress, Campus Crusade for Christ
included MAZE on their national speaker list.
Outreaches have been powerfully performed at universities like USC, Duke, Purdue, University of Texas, Boise State,
and UCLA to name just a few. At those outreaches, we’ve
witnessed the most unlikely people accept the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. To put it plainly, MAZE works. But once
again, without Jimmy and The Barnabas Group, none of this
would have happened.
In 2007, my partner Tennyson McCarty passed away…
Jimmy Edwards was there. In 2008, I was diagnosed with a
rare form of leukemia (I have since been healed by the Lord)…
Jimmy Edwards was there in the hospital room. Even in the
thick of the warfare, Jimmy was there to fight with us.
Thank you, Barnabas Group, for helping turn the businessmen of our communities into the kings that help cover the
priests that have gone out to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
with those that truly need to hear it.”

Top to bottom:
Jim Munroe doing stage magic
and sharing
the Gospel; Jim
doing close-up
magic with a
football coach

Jim Munroe
President
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“Urban Youth Workers Institute is a leadership development organization that trains,
mentors and connects emerging ethnic leaders who reach and disciple urban youth in the
cities of the world. We are driven by the fact that right now over half the world’s population lives in cities and 60% of those are 18 years old or younger. We are committed to
reaching this young and urban world through the leaders we serve.
For the past decade, God has used several Barnabas Group members to bring encouragement, counsel, support and strategic insight to our organization at each phase of our
development. It started with Bob Howard (and his wife Cleva) who first opened up their
beautiful home to host various leadership development gatherings and walked with my
wife Jayme and me as mentors in our marriage.
This TBG legacy was continued by Steve and Sue Perry who hosted a series of executive training events for CEO’s of emerging non-profit organizations. This was critical in my
development and instrumental in our organization’s growth. This was in addition to the
encouraging times we shared in their home or the times they sent us on marriage retreats.
Shortly thereafter, Carl LaBarbera joined our board and became our Board Chair
using his board governance savvy to transition our ministry to becoming a policy driven
organization. In addition to this, he and his wife Robin so graciously open up their home
each month for me to mentor a group of urban youth pastors as we meet for a six-hour
session we call a ‘Learning Community.’ Truly, Carl has become one of those ‘friends
who sticks closer than a brother.’
In a similar way, it was Steve Bray (and his wife Nancy) who shared their resources by
lending my family their truck to use for a family camping trip and most recently allowing
our staff to office within his company’s facility to be better stewards of God’s resources
during this economic downturn.
And lastly, Anthony Flynn (our COO) and I had a masterful consultation with Jeff
Lavender from the San Diego Barnabas Group. Jeff met with us for a half day to help us
decentralize our structure and employ a regional strategy for going deeper with leaders
throughout the country.
You’ve heard it said, ‘Nobody gets here alone!’ This has certainly been the case in our
organization’s development as amazing Kingdom entrepreneurs from The Barnabas
Group have been there all along the way to help us get to where we are today.”
Dr. Larry Acosta
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Clockwise from top left: Dr. Larry
Acosta with a team of inner city leaders in
Yosemite, Steve Perry and Carl LaBarbera
listening to UYWI presentation, Dr. Larry
Acosta speaking to a group of inner city
leaders in New York

“Barnabas Group member, Tom Dobyns, has put me in contact
with Orangewood Children’s Home Director of Programs, Bob
Theemling. Bob was generous enough to sit down with me last
week and provide some great advice and networking opportunities for Finally Home Foundation. He was very affirming of
our vision, strategic direction and progress so far. He has been
working within the foster care system in Orange County for over
30 years.
Thank you for the important role you have played. The Barnabas Group is helping Finally Home Foundation continue to move
forward and expand our impact by partnering up with others in
this effort.”
—Kristin Orphan, Finally Home Foundation

Barnabas Group Dinner Event

The Barnabas Group holds it’s August dinner meeting at the El Adobe Restaurant. Ten to twelve ministries
are asked to set up “booths” on the patio for the members to visit during the evening. Here are some
comments made after the evening event:

“Thank you, thank you, thank you! It was a wonderful evening. I am very blessed to have you as a
friend and supporter of our faith-based, life-affirming ministries. I made some wonderful new friends
last night and I look forward to years of friendship with The Barnabas Group. What an amazing group
of Christ-centered people!”
Kathleen Eaton, Birth Choice Health Clinics, Inc.

“Thank you! It was a very inspiring evening. We met wonderful people. Several are coming to visit our
Boxing Club and talk to the boys (we have a few girl boxers too). In fact, I think Marcia has two already
scheduled. I met a wonderful man at dinner and he is coming to see our work and advise us on our
greater vision. We feel honored to have been asked to share our work. It was great to talk to Bob Shank
too. I miss him on the Board of Trustees at Biola. Thanks for inviting us to post our up coming events.”
Rosie Avila, KidWorks

“The evening was wonderful. Thanks so much for all the leg work to make it happen. Jan and I were
able to make many great contacts with fellow Christians interested in similar things. A great venue
for sharing and caring. I was able to reconnect with Bob Shank. He was a board member with Orange
County Youth for Christ when I served as their ministry consultant in the 80’s and he was also a board
member for Hospital Chaplain’s Ministry of America when I first became probation chaplain under
their umbrella (1981). It was a fun reconnect.”
Steve Lowe, Pacific Youth

“I can’t thank you enough for allowing me to represent Hillview at the event Monday night. I met
many awesome people and hopefully made some new contacts. I really appreciate being included in
this exclusive event and look forward to future contacts. May God bless your vision and draw you
ever nearer to Him.”
Ron L. Storm, M.S., CEO, Hillview Acres Children’s Home

“Thank you so much for meeting us and for lunch yesterday. Stephanie and I both benefited greatly
from our time spent with you. We value your ideas, input, and wisdom.”
Wendy K. Hicks, International Sanctuary
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“Wow…that is so gracious. Please extend my
thanks to all who participated and let them know
this money will be invested in the lives of people
first! The funds will be used for scholarships to
our November Artistic Leadership Retreat. We
will be taking 12 leaders from various Christian
artistic ministries and churches across Southern
California on a weekend retreat for leadership
development, spiritual renewal, and creative ministry planning. The focus of the weekend is how
to use our leadership and artistic gifts to advance
the kingdom of God.”

Black Sheep Bistro dinners
Rick and Diana Bufford host a couple of theme dinners for
Barnabas members at their Black Sheep Bistro restaurant
each year. We have had Paella Night
(one of Rick’s specialties!), Build Your
Own Tacos (with exotic ingredients),
Build Your Own Pizza, Lamb Night and
contests for those bringing the best
homemade desserts. There is no charge
but donations are accepted and selected ministries receive the donations.
It is a great night of fun and fellowship as Barnabas Group members come
together to feast and support several
deserving ministries!

The ministries that have benefited from the Black Sheep Dinner donations are:
Pacific Youth Correctional
Center for Apologetics Research
Senior Living
Reality Changers
Groundwire
Mission to Children
Links Players International
International Leadership Training
Fristers
Forest Home
Take No Glory
The Living Room Study
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Joey O’Connor, The Grove Center for the Arts

From top: Rick and
Diana Bufford at Paella
Night with “Guest Chef”
Eric Bezko, Rick in
the kitchen working
his magic, and guests
enjoying the evening

“Thank you so much for helping spread
hope to students. The gift which we received from The Barnabas Group will go
directly towards airtime. It will allow us
to purchase 23 spots on a top station that
plays to 307,000 young people every week.
Jesus will have a presence right next to
their favorite music. Thanks for making
that possible.”
Sean Dunn, Groundwire

“Thanks so very much for your contribution to
Mission to Children on Monday evening. Earlier
in September I was in India and read a newspaper
front-page headline that said, “Not even God can
save India.” The article went on to describe an
index of corruption for every region of that nation.
MTC is currently engaged in an extraordinary
three-year program in India to bring the teaching
methods and materials of our subsidiary, Character
Solutions International, to more than one million
adults and youth across that nation. Those million will teach others about character. Your $325
gift will help train 120 to witness and encourage
others through teaching and modeling Christ-like
character. May Jesus Christ be praised!”
Skip Garmo, Mission to Children

“We praise God for your generosity! We are humbled that you would invest in what Jesus is doing
through His musicianary ministry. Right before
we heard the good news of the Lord’s provision
through you, we were crying (literally) that God
would equip us financially to continue to reach the
nations with the Gospel through our music. With
tears on our cheeks and a prayer on our lips... we
got the email from Jim West surprising us with
a donation from the Black Sheep Bistro dinner.
Through the internet, we have been able to reach
people in more than 140 countries and have freely
given more than a million songs away. It seems
that each dollar that is donated allows us to give
away about a dozen songs. We currently work full
time to cover our living expenses. So, every penny
donated to Take No Glory is able to spread the Message of Jesus Christ though our music. Thank you
for equipping us musicianaries!”
Ian & Johnna Utile, Take No Glory

“The money you are sending will provide
training for about 10 pastors, and those 10
pastors touch at least 1000 believers. These
ten pastors will be reminded that the Bible
is our only and sufficient authority. They
will learn from the Bible what their role is
and what the purpose of the church is. And
they will be challenged to pass on what
they have learned and the warnings they
have heard to the believers in their churches. THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU!!”
Steve Van Horn, International Training and Equipping Ministries

“Thank you so much for your donation!
Your contribution will go directly to providing support, education and hope to teen
moms through the Fristers program. Here’s
what one young mom has to say about
Fristers:
‘This whole group has changed my life in
so many ways possible! I have never felt so
strong, happy, and loved.’
Thank you again for supporting Fristers
and the young moms we serve.”
Ali Woodard, Fristers

“Thank you for your generous support of the ministry of His Children. What a surprise and what a blessing
this is! As you know, His Children equips churches to develop effective orphan ministries. Your gift will
bless the leaders of additional churches we will now be able to serve. It will bless the couples, which as a
result of those ministries will become foster and adoptive parents. It will bless the children, who instead of
facing life as an orphan, will become part of a loving Christian family.”
Paula Bogenrief, His Children

“Thank you for your donation from the June 16th dinner. Please know that you are making
a difference, and during this time of year, your gift will have greater impact than you
might imagine!”
Stacy Massey, Abortion Recovery InterNational

“Thank you! This money comes at the perfect time of year for MIKA CDC. We are launching our summer
youth programs in 2 weeks. This year we are implementing a new youth economic development program—
Economis. This special offering will go toward training students to budget, plan, and spend wisely. Thank
you Barnabas Group for your ongoing support and care. We are grateful for your generosity and hearts
after our Lord Jesus.”
Crissy Brooks, MIKA Community Development

Ministry Projects
In the past few years, The Barnabas Group has adopted specific projects from a few ministries. We
have done this to take an ownership interest as well as to engage a large group of our members, their
families and friends in actively working on a specific project.

Nahje Missions Trip
Jim Johnson, Rick McCarthy and Cory Trenda of World Vision went to Nahje, a rural area outside of Mexico
City, over Memorial Day weekend in 2003 to be part of the launch of ten community banks of $10,000 each
(OC TBG funded). The micro enterprise loans mainly are to women for their very small businesses, knowing that women work better together in community and will spend their incremental profits on the health
and education of their kids. The funds represent the “gift that keeps on giving.” Interest paid on the loans
fund the administrative costs, so they are just loaned back out upon repayment. It was an entertaining time
involving a faulty van on questionable “roads” with unique lodging and meals.
The funds The Barnabas Group members provided keep recycling and recycling to help more and more
micro-entrepreneurs! One loan group is on their 18th loan cycle, which is amazing. More amazing is that
there has been 100% repayment of these loans!!

MICRO LOAN GROUPS, NAHJÉ REGION MEXICO
Fiscal Year 2009 Fundación Realidad A.C.

ACHIEVEMENTS:
•There are currently 144 active borrowers; over 85% are women.
•US $104,000 deployed in loans.
•There has been 100% repayment thus far; no defaults.
•Business activities are related mainly to animal breeding (sheep and pork), but there is also commerce
(little stores and groceries).
•The average loan size is US $726. The average Credit Group has 7 members.
•Some community bank groups have graduated into Solidarity Groups.
•11 Community Banks created and active, through as many as 18 loan cycles.
•10 Solidarity Groups active.
•473 children in the Nahjé community have benefited!

Ministry Projects

The Pocket
Testament League

“The Barnabas Group has been
a huge support to the Pocket
Testament League. They did a
SWOT team meeting which gave
us many good ideas that we have
put into effect. The Barnabas
Group provided a Board Member,
lots of good management advice,
and some wonderful eternal
friends. The connections and
financial support of Barnabas
Group members have resulted
in the Gospel being shared
with over 1,000,000 people! We
developed a custom cover to promote The Master’s Program and
The Barnabas Group and to help
their members share their faith
more easily.”
Mike Brickley
President
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ACRES OF LOVE

History of the relationship of Acres of Love and The Barnabas Group
• Ryan Audagnotti, co-founder of Acres
of Love, made a presentation about the
organization in January 2004 to the Central
Coast Barnabas Group. Several members,
many of whom attend Calvary Chapel Santa
Barbara, were deeply moved by the plight
of the abandoned and HIV/ AIDS babies
of South Africa and by the work that Acres
of Love is doing on their behalf. A small
group of men, including Rob Laskin, Randy
Clark, Erik Krueger, John Schuck, and
Pastor Ricky Ryan, dared to wonder if the
people of Santa Barbara might join together
and purchase another “Forever Home”
for Acres of Love. Towards this end, Ryan
and his wife and Acres of Love co-founder,
Gerda, were invited on Sunday, February
29th, to present the Acres of Love message at the three church services at Calvary
Chapel Santa Barbara. Also that evening, a
more intimate reception in the home of Erik
and Cynthia Krueger was held to further introduce Acres of Love to the broader Santa
Barbara community. As a result, in less than
eight weeks, over three hundred thousand
dollars were raised to purchase and operate
an Acres of Love “Forever Home” for three
years. On-going commitments were secured,
as well, to ensure the successful operation of
the home for many subsequent years.
• What has transpired since then is truly
remarkable: a dynamic Santa Barbara Acres
of Love support community has evolved that
subsequently has raised additional funding
to purchase another “Forever Home,” and
has secured monthly donations to fund the

operational expenses of two others—for a
total of four homes that this phenomenal
region is supporting each and every month!
The efforts of the Santa Barbara legacy families mean that over 50 more children have
been rescued from lives of abandonment
and starvation, and now have wonderful
Forever Families to provide for their every
need. Little lives that might have been lost
are now nurtured in loving environments,
nursed to health, educated, and raised to
become responsible, caring people … all
because a few people decided they could—
and would—make a difference.
• The Safari Sisters, fifteen who are members of The Barnabas Group around the
country, traveled to South Africa to learn
about the AIDS crisis and the impact it has
on children. After visiting the Acres of Love
Forever Homes and seeing first hand the
impact this organization was making in rescuing the abandoned and abused, they came
home with a dream and a commitment to
do what they could to change the destiny of
as many children as possible. These ordinary
American women—most are wives of men
involved with The Master’s Program and
The Barnabas Group—with an extraordinary dream, trusted God to make their
dream a reality. Through their efforts three
more Forever Homes have been established
with 24 more children being rescued... and
they are just beginning. The Safari Sisters
are using their time, talent, touch and treasure in helping transform little lives on the
other side of the world

Clockwise from top: Children
at Acres of Love home, children enjoying time with Kim
Schuck, Cheri Shank playing,
Paul & Toni Danchik with the
girls, Cheri Shank with the
Safari Sisters.
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Child S.H.A.R.E. Picnic

(Support, Hope, Advocacy, Resources, Encouragement)
It began as a challenge from Jim West. Sitting at Starbucks
(Jim’s “office”) in early March 2009, I was there to help a
worthy ministry get on TBG’s radar—a ministry I thought
was doing exceptional work with congregations to educate,
train and encourage families to become foster and/or adoptive parents for abused children. A number of dedicated
ministries work with foster children in the LA region, but
I believed Child S.H.A.R.E. had a model worthy of greater strategic support. Jim must have sensed my passion for
the ministry. April Steele, the Executive Director of Child
S.H.A.R.E., had mentioned they were looking for an organization to sponsor their 2009 Summer Picnic in Orange
County. Jim said TBG would love to do it. . . BUT, not
without a Barnabas member acting as event coordinator.
Then Jim looked at me. I had been to the Child
S.H.A.R.E. Christmas party in 2008. The spirit of Jesus was
palpable in the midst of blended families and parents truly
on the front lines, often caring for multiple foster children at
once. The scene was Christ’s love in action, almost as if from
a movie. I also knew Jim and other TBG leaders had been
praying for more opportunities for members to involve their
families in ministry service. Somewhat uncharacteristically
I admit, I volunteered to coordinate the event. In retrospect,
it was the “mustard seed” from Jesus’ parable.
The logo for Child S.H.A.R.E. is a tree of children with
their arms spread wide, representing their network of more
than 400 families in LA, Orange and Riverside Counties. In
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2007, Child S.H.A.R.E. families provided homes to almost
700 children, and Child S.H.A.R.E. has been a leader in
equipping the faith community to meet the needs of children in foster care for over 23 years.
The vision of TBG and Child S.H.A.R.E. families collectively sharing a Saturday picnic together in June quickly
captured the hearts of many TBG members: Dan Almquist
and Jordan Winder, from my TMP small group were the
first to step forward and offer “to do anything.” Dan began the task of organizing the games and Jordan a crew
for event set up and clean up. We needed a friendly and
welcoming MC, Jim recommended Bill Erickson, and he
readily accepted when asked (he was the perfect choice).
Next came Renee Mincer who had a slew of creative ideas
for the crafts activities—including canvas covers that each
child would design and color to adorn their own, new Bible.
John Siefker took on the daunting task of organizing about
30 “Shadow” volunteers to watch over the younger children
at the picnic and keep them safe, allowing the parents to
network, relax, and mingle with other families. Kamran
and Cherie Enayat immediately began working on the
Raffle, which eventually grew to about 25 incredible prizes
to the delight of the Child S.H.A.R.E. families and kids.
Russ and Cathy Greer did an incredible job and handled all
arrangements to feed almost 250 people! Jeanette Seng, a
brand new TBG member, agreed to fill a gap in our leadership when she became the decor’ coordinator and created

a sea of colored balloons, table clothes, and center pieces.
The Take No Glory ministry, a presenter at TBG meeting
in May, volunteered to take care of the music. Remarkably,
they also contributed 300 CDs of children’s songs and recorded a message that could be used by Child S.H.A.R.E.
after the event for fund raising purposes.
On June 13, 2009, while rain sprinkled across Orange
County, the sky above Hart Park in Orange remained clear
at the Annual Child S.H.A.R.E. Summer Family Picnic.
TBG had over 80 volunteers with many spouses and children and some entire families serving together. About 140
Child S.H.A.R.E. family members from Orange County
came, almost a full turn out. The children enjoyed carnivalstyle games, and joined in a balloon toss, potato sack races
and hula hoop contests. Lunch was an amazing spread, dessert was a fabulous ice cream bar with multiple choices of
toppings, and the busy day came to a close with the raffle Grand Prizes including a “Trip to Sea World” and a “Newport Sailing Excursion.”
Alena Strickland, the Child S.H.A.R.E. picnic coordinator wrote, “I wanted to thank you for the amazing picnic.
It was the best year and I have heard nothing but positive
things from everyone. I was able to talk to a few people who
were interested in adopting or fostering that were part of
TBG. Praise the Lord!”
Yes, Praise the Lord!

Photos that capture the children, and volunteers who spent the day serving

Ministry Projects

New Years Character Makeover event
touched lives of women and gives back to battered women

On January 11, 2008, The Barnabas Group partnered with The Master’s Program for Women and Biola University to dive into the topic of Christ-like
character. The event was held at The Pacific Club in Orange County. The ladies
experienced the teaching and life-coaching of two Life Coaches and authors,
Katie Brazleton and Shelley Leith, co-authors of Character Makeover, 40 days
with a Life Coach to Create the Best You. Present in the room, as special invited
guests, were 6 women from The Sheepfold, a ministry for battered and abused
women. These ladies received an external make-over consisting of gifts from
local merchants including facials, clothes and hairstyling. Katie and Shelley
spoke about how eight biblical character qualities can help us be the most
beautiful Christ-like women as we follow God’s blueprint for living life.

Clockwise from top left: Katie Brazleton
and Shelley Leith with some of the women
attending the Character Makeover Event,
book cover, Katie and Shelley
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Mission Trips
Barnabas Group members have gone on several mission trips organized either through The Barnabas
Group or in conjunction with a Barnabas Group ministry. These are just a few of the many, many stories.
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Mission Trips

Nepal Missions Trips 2008 and 2009

The Gospel was shared with over 1,000 people and even more were treated in a medical clinic that was set up.
Hundreds accepted Christ on these two trips. Mark Van Mourick and Jim West participated in these trips

From left: Mark Van Mourick shares the Gospel starting with creation through an interpreter with three Nepalese in the village of Syang; Jim West teaching bible students at Pohkara Bible College to share the Gospel using
the Evangicube; Mark Van Mourick entering a Buddhist Temple to distribute bibles
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Peru Missions Trips

Several Barnabas Group members have teamed up
with the Free Wheelchair Mission and Camino De
Vida Church to minister to the people of Peru. Jim
and Ines Franklin and Steve and Clara Esser have
each led several trips to Peru to distribute wheelchairs and share the Gospel!

Clockwise from lower right: First Lady of Peru, Pilar Nores, who supports FWM, trip to Machu Picchu, Steve Esser sharing the Gospel,
stuffed toys for children, working at a home for unwed mothers, along
with giving the gift of mobility

Mission Trips

Egypt Mission Trip
Left to right: Suzy West shares a
message on gentleness and marriage at a pastor’s conference in
Egypt, attendees sharing a meal,
pastors rejoicing at the end of the
conference (Dr. Medhin is third
person from right in top row)
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with International Leadership Training
Jim and Suzy West went to Cairo, Egypt to sponsor a conference for 200 people. Suzy and Jim both spoke
at the conference. They went to support Dr. Mesghina Medhin of International Leadership Training.
Dr. Medhin was introduced to TBG by John Siefker. John and his wife Lynn went to Egypt the prior year
and also sponsored and taught at the conference.
“Thank you to The Barnabas Group for partnering with our Ministry when we first started to reach the
Muslim world in Egypt and the neighboring countries. You helped us to start a leadership-training center
with a few Pastors from Sudan. Now the training center is reaching over 250 church leaders from Egypt,
Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia and 5 underground Arab countries. John and Lynn Siefker were key speakers at
a conference about four years ago and Jim and Suzy West came to Cairo the following year bringing Fred
Mabie and spoke at the conference.
The Barnabas Group donated several hundred blankets and Bibles to homeless people at Christmas in
2002. TBG members also donated several hundred videos so we could open a Christian video shop and loan
Christian and wholesome movies to people. I have spoken at The Barnabas Group meeting three times and
have always met new friends. I have also received coaching on fund raising from a Barnabas Group member.
Last week, my car was broken into and my laptop was stolen. As the police were taking the report, my cell
phone rang and it was a Barnabas Group member that wanted to see if I needed a new laptop! Do you think
God had a hand in that? Last month we baptized 75 Muslim converts on the River Nile at one o’clock in the
morning. Our first orphanage home in Sudan was supported by The Barnabas Group.”
May the Lord continue to bless your ministry, Dr. Mesghina Medhin

Vacation with a Purpose in Loreto, Mexico

During the summer of 2005, 8 couples from The Barnabas Group, led by Greg
Leith, ventured to the Baja Sur, Mexico area and brought about 20 wheelchairs
with them from Free Wheelchair Mission. The wheelchair distribution was coordinated by the local hospital and they were given to women, children and men
who were not able to afford a wheelchair of their own. In addition, the team put
on a ‘health fair’, children’s programs, and showed the ‘Jesus film’. They also
brought several hundred Gospels of John in Spanish and gave these out to people
on the street who eagerly took them! Shelly Leith also taught a pastors’ seminar
on the Purpose Driven Church.

Sudan Trip

Barnabas Group members partnering with e3 Partners have shared the Gospel
over 500 times on these three trips in 2007, 2008 and 2009. Three of the men
Jim West shared with in 2007 just graduated from Bible school and are now
pastors of new church plants.
Jim and Suzy West have traveled with e3 Partners to Sudan in 2007, 2008 and 2009.
Here are some of the results from their trips…
Numbers mean very little as God knows our hearts and He is the only one who knows
the true results. The results of the campaign we are aware of:

2009 Trip

Number of people the Gospel was presented to = 1140
Number of people that made professions of faith = 365
Number of people that received discipleship/follow up = 224
Number of nationals that worked with us = 40
Medical patients = 734
Eye glasses patients who received eyeglasses = 35 in Kiggwo
New churches started = 5

2007 Trip

Number of people the Gospel was presented to = 1340
Number of people that made professions of faith = 460
Number of people that received discipleship/follow up = 125
Medical patients = 720
Eye glasses patients who received eyeglasses = 266

2008 Trip

Number of people the Gospel was presented to = 2340
Number of people that made professions of faith = 670
Number of people that received discipleship/follow up = 505
Number of nationals that worked with us = 35
Medical patients = 760
Eye glasses patients who received eyeglasses = 280
New churches started = 1, in Kiri

Clockwise from top right: Barnabas Group members with wheelchairs in Loreto, Mexico; Jim
West, Pastor Edward, Suzy West and Len Renfer
in Sudan; Suzy West sharing the Gospel with a
group in Sudan; Jim West sharing with a group
of men in Kiggwo
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How The Barnabas Group Has Impacted Its Members

David Allen Brown
“My ministry is ‘To Challenge and Equip Kingdom Investors’. When you think about the ‘Core, Capacity and Context’ of where and how you will serve, TMP was my initial step and then Barnabas. But
it did not come into focus at least for me as to where and how I should serve until God dropped Mark
Smith into our office with his connection to Halftime. It then became apparent that I should serve the
thousands of clients we already have in challenging them to step into God’s call for their future and to
help them step into that.
I explain to folks that I don’t speak an African language and I can hardly walk and all I know is tax
law but I do have a lot of relationships here. So far we have held 11 Halftime Summits, which have
involved 241 people attending. Many of those people have engaged in free one on one coaching with
Lloyd Reeb or Jeff Spadafora.
Here is a partial list of ministries we have blessed through people” graduating” from our Halftime
Summits! They include World Vision, International Justice League, Hopes House, Geneva Global, clean
water for almost 1,000,000 kids in Africa (This was one client who attended our Halftime Summit
and did this), a man with more than $40,000,000 in a foundation taking the gospel to China, Hands
of Mercy in Tennessee where they minister to extremely abused girls who are in jail, many stories of
couples coming closer and moving into God’s future, and much, much more!”

Barnabas Members
How one person got involved at
just one Barnabas Group meeting!
One member responded to an email asking members to take a 7-minute survey to let us know about
his day at The Barnabas Group meeting in Orange
County at the Village of Hope at the Orange County
Rescue Mission on May 7, 2009.

Jeff Abbott

“Through Convene Member involvement, I have a stewardship to influence others, specifically clients, in their roles as significant leaders. Two great ways is to invite them to see what
Barnabas members see and expose them to ministry around the world. Secondly, they may
initiate a foundation for their companies and employees to use to make a difference at work
and in the community. I have been able to send about a dozen or more people towards TBG
to see how it might change their lives and those of others around them.
I am also on the board of The Kingdom Assignment, whose objective is to see every individual become able to ‘make a difference’ in the Kingdom. Watching the video of the Free
Wheelchair Mission, I was moved to make a difference in the world by doing a Kingdom
Assignment for a container of wheelchairs. This activity would surely change the lives of
the recipient families around the world, but I found out it is changing the lives of people
in my networks, both at church, at home, in my neighborhood, and in the business community. With a big goal of raising $28K for a container, the Lord has encouraged me by
providing abundantly beyond may request and I am able to not only exceed my goal and
move on to another container. God has used the project to awaken some of his church to the
prospect of making a difference and has used my ‘mission’ to encourage Free Wheelchair
Ministry in return.”

Jim Peevey

“As I think of The Barnabas Group of San Diego, I am drawn to a reoccurring picture in
my mind. The picture is of the quarterly meetings, and observing the faces of the men and
women in attendance who are hearing the various ministries presenting their individual
stories. The faces of these people are one of marvel and excitement as they hear the stories
of how God’s Kingdom is being built here on earth and lives are being changed. The faces
also reflect enthusiasm in how they may use their time, talent, and network, that God has
personally given them, to encourage and assist these Kingdom Building ministries. They
are similar to the merchant described in Matthew 13:45 and 46: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away
and sold everything he had and bought it’. Our quarterly meetings are attended by ‘merchants’ looking for fine pearls. Many are finding that fine pearl and their lives are forever
changed because of Jesus Christ and the humble efforts of The Barnabas Group.”
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He was blessed to help in five different ways…
1. David Carlson, President of Forest Home Foundation, was looking for someone who knew something
about water and I was able to put him in touch with
a fellow who is on the board of Eastern Municipal
Water District.
2. Plan on sending between two and four students
to Hillcrest, South Africa, to work with iThemba as
teachers, business consultants helping start businesses with a Zulu chief and/or with Focus on the
Family of Southern Africa. This was as a result of
meeting Matt Browning of Azusa Pacific University.
3. After meeting Debbie Clark, Children of the Nations, plan on helping with a strategic alliance with
Sabis educational systems in order to have a system/
process for teaching their kids.
4. Connect Jim Palmer, President of the Orange
County Rescue Mission, with a Newport Beach
Police Officer so that Jim’s son can go on a “ride
along”. Jim’s son is looking into law enforcement.
5. Introduce my sister and brother in law, who live in
Orange, to ChildSHARE to help at their summer picnic.

Dean and Kitt Del Sesto

From left: Kamran and Cheri Enayat, their family, and the wonderful
raffle prizes they obtained

Kamran and Cherie Enayat

“The Barnabas Group provides a unique opportunity to learn the heart and vision of a ministry through the ministry
founders and leaders themselves. Each quarter we are exposed to numerous ministries from around the world with an
open invitation to become involved. It’s inspiring to learn of the vast work God is doing which seldom gains attention by the
media or much of the world. We often feel like ‘a kid in a candy store’ as we seek God’s guidance to decide which ministries
we will become involved in.
The Barnabas Group has been an important part of our spiritual development for the past 6 years. God has used it to
challenge us, broaden our ‘kingdom’ perspective, sharpened our focus and expand our reach. As a result, and in addition
to our church involvements, we have been blessed to engage in several different ministries.
On June 13, our family joined other Barnabas Group members and families in serving foster families at The Barnabas
Group sponsored Child SHARE Picnic. We were responsible for obtaining and organizing raffle prizes to bless the foster
children and foster families. Through the generous donations of The Barnabas Group members and several sponsors, we
were able to provide 30 incredible prizes which included theme park and restaurant gift certificates and the Grand Prize—
Disneyland tickets and a two-night stay at the Embassy Suites Hotel. It was a wonderful experience and the foster families
were overwhelmed by the love and care they received from The Barnabas Group members.”

Owners, Breviti
“Having been members for many years, our journey
of learning new ministries has been an amazing one. Meeting new ministry-minded people
who have a heart to serve God has been even more
special. They’re the kind of relationships that last a
lifetime with a common thread of passion, integrity
and care for others that is truly Christ driven… a
real blessing.
As a branding firm, we’ve had the opportunity
to put a voice and visual expression on many
ministries as well as provide strategic guidance in
the various development stages of the ministries’
growth. The reality that we can put our talents to
use at any time with qualified ministry opportunities is a gift and we are truly grateful to be part of
this movement. We’ve had the privilege to develop
brands for Kidwork’s, Relationship 180, Senior Living, CFAR, Foundation for Christian Stewardship,
Money Lounge, CrossRoads, The Barnabas Group
and many others.
Together we’ve seen growth, encouragement,
relationships healed, and souls saved. God is doing
a great work here and to be part of it is a gift in so
many ways. The fact that we get to do it together,
well… brings us closer together and the list of blessings ‘grows’ on.”

Pete Clayton

“The Barnabas Group has definitely had a huge
impact on my walk with Jesus. It was as a result of
a presentation by Global Media Outreach (GMO)
at The Barnabas Group that I learned about this
incredible ministry. Through the Holy Spirit’s leading and direction, I came to understand that teaming
up with GMO was the next step in my ‘calling’. Here
we are in July of 2009, over two years later, and
it’s been an amazing and blessed adventure serving with other business leaders who make up the
leadership team! I know that there are many other
ministries who have been richly blessed by all that
The Barnabas Group offers.”
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Barnabas Members

Joe Wheeler

Steve & Lori Philp

The Barnabas Group—Continuing to Build a Spiritual Résumé
“During my time in the Master’s Program,
one of the concepts that resonated with
me was the spiritual résumé we all have.
That is, we don’t start out having ‘already
attained’ or being ‘already perfected,’ but
using our experiences, gifts and opportunities we ‘press towards the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.’
The Barnabas Group has been instrumental in building spiritual résumés through
its mission and vision.
On a visit to one of the first ministries
The Barnabas Group identified, when
asking the ministry contact why she was
involved, she said it was because once something is made known to you, you cannot
‘unknow’ it and are compelled to act. That
simple statement has been a great reminder
and challenge to me and to The Barnabas
Group members and something that makes
the interaction between ministries and
members so dynamic and fulfilling.
Some blessings and ‘résumé’ experiences
Lori and I have had through The Barnabas
Group include:
The Pocket Testament League—
Becoming a League member has enabled
us to easily share God’s word locally as
well as in Africa, Mexico and Peru. I also
uncovered a blessing when I traced my
family’s involvement in the League back
to the 1920s.
The Free Wheelchair Mission—
Being part of wheelchair distributions in
Mexico and Peru was truly a humbling
and rewarding experience. Traveling and
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ministering with fellow Barnabas members
made those occasions that much richer.
Global Media Outreach—Having
an opportunity every day to share our
faith with someone around the world is
amazing. In addition, I now have regular
correspondence with several believers met
through GMO and even had the opportunity to meet one of these ‘random assignments’ in the Nairobi airport!
I.T.E.M. Ministries—Having traveled
for ministry in Africa, I was aware of the
need for solid Bible-based teaching for
both church leaders and believers. Hearing at the The Barnabas Group about
an organization that is actively trying to
solve the problem has taken what seemed
overwhelming to what the Lord is doing
daily for His glory through the work of
these saints. Sponsoring one of my contacts in Uganda for the training made it
uniquely personal.”

Village of Hope
“I am a Class of 1999 graduate of The Master’s Program
and Founding Member of The Barnabas Group. As we
were beginning The Barnabas Group, I engaged with
several ministries to determine what they needed and
how we could help.
Then, it happened. My wife and I were invited along
with other members of The Barnabas Group to attend a
luncheon on February 8, 2002 in a barracks building
on the former Marine Corps Air Station in Tustin. Bob
Shank introduced Jim Palmer, President of the Orange
County Rescue Mission, to share his vision for the Village of Hope.
We were captivated. We became volunteers, then donors, and on July 1, 2002, I joined the staff of the Orange County Rescue Mission.
My involvement with The Barnabas Group changed the direction of
my life.
Six years after I joined the Orange
County Rescue Mission, the first families moved into the Village of Hope.
The Village of Hope took five acres
of the former Tustin Marine Corps
Air Station and transformed military
barracks into beautiful residences for
hurting families.”

From top left: Steve Philp sharing the
Gospel with Craig Bryson as interpreter,
Joe Wheeler working at Orange County
Rescue Mission’s Village of Hope

PARTIES WITH A PURPOSE

Cliff McDaniel

The Barnabas Group, Houston on a mission trip
with Free Wheelchair Mission to Quito, Ecuador
“Today far surpassed anything I have experienced
on my many past mission trips. After a three-hour
bus ride in the mountains, we arrived at the church
around noon. Most of the people were already
seated on the left hand side of the church with the
wheelchairs on the other side. We set up and did
our songs and our training skit. At this time, Juan
gave a short testimony about his life. We then gave
the wheelchairs out. Physically moving people into
wheelchairs and praying over them is a very emotional event. Many of the people have limbs contorted in unimaginable ways and are so frail you
are afraid you might hurt them.
Every wheelchair has a story. Pedro lives nearly
eight hours away. He is 83 years old and was hit by
a car four years ago. He has no use of his left leg,
which was injured in the accident. Pedro’s wife died
five years ago and his seven brothers and sisters are
all dead. He had two sons but they moved away and
he never sees them. He said he is all alone. He came
to Pillaro because he had dream that if he came to
this city there would be a gift for him. He didn’t
know that we were giving away wheelchairs in Pillaro this morning. He arrived yesterday and heard
about the wheelchair ministry taking place and got
to the church at 6:00 a.m. He sat in the front row
and waited. He had not filled out paperwork in advance and was unsure whether he would qualify. He
was the last person to receive a wheelchair. He cried
as he told his story and thanked us over and over
again. We all cried. We gave him some food and put
him on a bus back to his home with the wheelchair
strapped to the bus. That’s just one story, there are
so many more.”

In January of 2007, Roger and Gayle Ham began making
plans to launch a new ministry. Roger, a graduate of The
Master’s Program, and Gayle, a graduate of The Partner’s
Program, both believed that God had called them to use
their home for ministry in a unique way, which would enable them to leverage their charitable giving. Their time in
The Master’s Program and The Barnabas Group instilled
in them the concept of Kingdom building through influential works of service, and they were inspired by the Parable
of The Talents. With this in mind, Parties With A Purpose
was created. By hosting fund raising events in their home
for ministries in need, they are able to invest what God has
given them and leverage their gifts, creating a Kingdom
investment far greater than the original “talent”.
During a conversation with Jim West of The Barnabas
Group, a number of ministries were identified which could

benefit from such an event. Since then, four Parties With
A Purpose have been held for Barnabas Ministries. God’s
Kids, The Pocket Testament League, Containers of Hope,
and Links International have each had a party in the
backyard of Roger and Gayle’s home, where the operative
word of the event is “party”. The events are designed for
guests to have a wonderful summer evening filled with
great food, live jazz, fellowship, sunsets over Catalina, and
a presentation by the ministry about what they are doing
and how the guests can become involved. They give the
ministries a voice and an outreach that might otherwise
not be available. The parties have raised money for these
ministries and have created new and enduring friendships.
According to Roger and Gayle, “we feel so blessed that we
are able to see a return on investment in the ministries that
are hosted by Parties With A Purpose.”

Clockwise from top left: Derek Wong
with Gayle and Roger Ham at the Links
Party With A Purpose, guests at the
Containers of Hope Party With A Purpose, Gayle and Roger Ham with Jeff
Cranford and his wife
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Incubator Ministries

An Incubator Ministry is a ministry that is new and does not yet have their own non-profit, 510 (c) (3) status. For a short time, one year or less, while
they are applying for their own 501 (c) (3), they come under the non-profit status of The Barnabas Group and “incubate”. This allows them to accept
donations, which go to TBG and are directed to them, do ministry and get off the ground! This blesses the ministry and the people they serve!

The Barnabas Group requires a few things from each ministry
that requests to become an Incubator Ministry:
They must be Christ-centered, have an evangelical focus.
They must be legal in their operations and activities.
They must have a ministry that requires or would benefit from a 501 (c) (3) status—must not be a business.
They are accountable to The Barnabas Group Board of Directors.
Must have oversight from a Board of Advisors that has a minimum of two current TBG members on it.
They must meet 2-3 times per year.
They must not require any financial support from TBG.
They must process all their financial activity through The Barnabas Group’s accounting and reporting
system and be subject to existing controls and procedures.
They must sign the Statement of Faith of The Barnabas Group.

Incubator Ministries
From left: Living Room bible studies at Coffee Bean and It’s a Grind

Living Room Study, Steve Wiggins
“The Barnabas Group has been a great blessing to our
ministry! The LIVING ROOM STUDY (www.livingroomstudy.org) is a discipleship ministry that focuses on
college-age young adults. We promote daily Bible reading
and hold our weekly meetings in coffeehouses. Last year,
I was invited to present The LIVING ROOM STUDY to
the Orange County Barnabas Group. At that time, we were
struggling to maintain the launch of a second location and
we were ministering to about 150 people each week. Immediately after my ministry presentation, several Barnabas
Group members gathered around a table with me and offered their advice as to how I could run the ministry more
efficiently. Based on that ‘brainstorming’ session, I began to
implement their advice.
In the winter of 2009, I was invited to present The LIVING ROOM STUDY to the San Diego and Los Angeles
Barnabas Group chapters. Those meetings yielded more
consulting from TBG members, covering issues as wideranging as web design, fund raising, leadership recruiting,
and location expansion.
In the spring of 2009, THE LIVING ROOM STUDY
was invited to join The Barnabas Group’s Incubator pro56

gram. This gracious invitation has allowed THE LIVING
ROOM STUDY to come under the ‘wing’ of TBG’s nonprofit status. It has also provided us with the necessary organizational and operational expertise we needed to enable
us to ensure long-term success as our own non-profit. Two
TBG members, Jim West and Alan Pott, have volunteered
to act as our advisors in this endeavor.
While many Barnabas Group members have given valuable advice and financial support, two Los Angeles TBG
members have partnered with us on an ongoing weekly basis. Ken Okajima invited us to launch a LIVING ROOM
STUDY location at his IT’S A GRIND coffeehouse in Laguna Hills. We began meeting in Laguna Hills last May.
Around the same time, Evan Chase launched (and leads) our
Torrance, CA LIVING ROOM STUDY. The Torrance location meets at the Borders Bookstore, in their SEATTLE’s
BEST coffeehouse. Today, because of the ongoing support of
Barnabas Group members, THE LIVING ROOM STUDY
has expanded to five locations, and ministers God’s Word to
over 700 people every day... with several more locations in
the works, including Memphis TN, Chicago, IL, and Manhattan NY. THANK YOU, Barnabas Group!”

Fristers, Ali Woodard
Fristers empowers young moms for life, sharing
education, community resources, tools and real life
stories to build them up and equip them to be selfsufficient women and moms.
The Fristers program has been in operation since
2003. It was originally created as a program of
Mariners Church in Irvine. As the vision for the
program grew, it became necessary to form an
independent organization dedicated to growing
the reach of the program beyond the confines of
Mariners Church. In August 2008, Fristers was accepted as an incubator ministry under The Barnabas Group’s 501(c)(3). “I am excited to share just a
few of the blessings that have resulted from your
support: 1) Fristers was incorporated as a California
nonprofit corporation, 2) we received tax exempt
status from the federal government and state government, 3) we redesigned our website, created an
e-newsletter to keep volunteers, donors and supporters updated, created new brochures, and are in
the final stages of completing a new video for marketing and fundraising purposes, 4) completed our
first fundraiser in July, raising $30,000 to begin
our second year of operations, 5) submitted our first
grant proposal (Cox Cares) and were selected as
one of ten finalists, guaranteeing a minimum grant
payment of $5,000, and 6) completed our first year
of ministry, reaching out to over 75 young mothers
and their children.
I sincerely thank you and The Barnabas Group
for the incredible opportunity you gave to Fristers and me. Under your umbrella, we were able
to establish a strong foundation from which we
can grow. You will always be a part of the Fristers ‘story’ and we look forward to continuing
our relationship with The Barnabas Group over
the years to come.”

Next Step Ministry, Brian Dowd
“I am a Barnabas Group member and have a small ministry that needed some help in order to survive. Alongside
my executive leadership coaching business, Next Step
Coach, I provide ministry leaders executive-level leadership coaching but at a lower rate that is subsidized by
donors via Next Step Ministry.
Next Step Ministry had been under the umbrella of one
organization that was no longer able to accommodate it.
This caused no small amount of concern. Finding a way to
continue receiving tax-deductible donations was needed in
order to keep it going. The Barnabas Group made a way
for this ministry to continue by taking it under its umbrella. The Barnabas Group usually takes ministries under
its umbrella to bring them to life. In the case of Next Step
Ministry, it was a matter of keeping it alive.
Being under The Barnabas Group umbrella included

gaining new advisors for the ministry that were Barnabas Group members. Joe Wheeler, Alan Pott and Ron
Henry were exceedingly generous in their willingness to
serve in this way.
The Barnabas Group provided Next Step Ministry with the legal structure required for survival, but
it was just one more form of the Kingdom-minded
empowerment that has been so impacting. The thing I
value most is the collaborative community that applies
entrepreneurial resources to Kingdom opportunities. It’s
a nexus that is too often absent and all too needed. The
Barnabas Group brings a level of sophistication to the
contributions made to the Kingdom. This has greatly
enhanced the lens through which I view God’s program
and generates relationships and opportunities with other
like-minded leaders to do the same.”

From left: Kids rejoice over school backpacks,
Jana and Todd Williams

Containers of Hope, Jana and Todd Williams

This dream began for Todd and Jana at Bob Shank’s Dream Maker Weekend three years ago. Today
they are an Incubator Ministry under The Barnabas Group.The purpose of Containers of Hope is to
serve orphans and the needy around the world, giving hope to those by shipping full containers of
basic necessities such as shoes, clothing, medical supplies, food, hygiene items, school supplies, books
and the word of God. They have shipped containers to several countries including Liberia and Peru.
COH comes alongside global ministries that have the structure and ability to receive and distribute container loads of aid to orphanages and the needy in the name of Jesus. Even if they don’t have
the financial resources on the receiving end, they must have an organization on the ground that can
handle the distribution, whereby all received goods are given to the designated recipients.

Money Lounge, Doug and Robin Michaels
When Doug and Robin Michaels decided to launch Money
Lounge, an interactive, web-based community centered on God’s
word regarding finances, their relationship with The Barnabas
Group proved to be invaluable. Their exciting virtual endeavor
strives to equip young adults to make wise financial decisions,
and to demonstrate to them, through the practicality of their
finances, that God’s word is relevant to their daily lives. Through
using a “unique blend of technology and community, we hope to
challenge young adults to integrate Biblical wisdom and finances
by delivering fast, fun, and easy to use tools via the internet.”
When Doug and Robin Michaels first began this ministry,
The Barnabas Group invested time and expertise into Money
Lounge. Robin states “we can sum up the gifts we have received
in three words: wisdom, opportunities, and talent.” The Barnabas
Group brought Money Lounge under the Barnabas umbrella as
an incubator ministry, which allowed them access to a financial
advisor, and gave them room to breathe while they navigated
the 501(c)(3) process. Members from The Barnabas Group came
alongside Money Lounge to strengthen their business plans.
“Others helped with marketing ideas and strategies. Still others
shared wisdom in fundraising. The thing we have appreciated
the most was the honest feedback.” Another member of The
Barnabas Group sponsored Doug and Robin through a workshop
to explore the major questions they needed to be asking themselves as an organization.
Doug and Robin have also been grateful for the referrals
received through their connections with The Barnabas Group.
“Whether it was the possibility of an office space or a tool or
company that another ministry was using, Barnabas Group
members have been wonderful to refer opportunities that may
strengthen our ministry. Many of these referrals have been
God’s perfect solution to a challenge we were facing.” Another
outcome of their involvement with The Barnabas Group has
been networking with other young ministries, allowing Doug
and Robin the opportunity to gain wisdom through other’s experiences. By investing a few hours of their time and expertise,
Barnabas Group members have saved Money Lounge and many
other ministries thousands of dollars and months of heartache.
For example, we are grateful for the logos and stationary we
received. They were able to create in days... what we had thought
about for months... because it was their area of expertise.”
Doug and Robin’s interactions with The Barnabas Group
“have strengthened the ministry on so many levels.” And as
Money Lounge prepares to launch online, they are grateful for
the time, talents, and wisdom shared through their interactions
with The Barnabas Group.
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Swot Teams

The SWOT Team is a group of Barnabas Group members that will meet 3-4 times per
year for 2-3 hours with a ministry to discuss and brainstorm a question, issue or
problem that the ministry is struggling with. Some questions we have discussed in
the past would include:
“Do we sell the camp, ‘give’ the camp away to a church or para-church organization, or just keep on doing
what we are doing.”—from a Christian camp
“How do we transition from one messenger (the founder) to an organization that makes a sustained difference in the lives of the thousands that we have touched and will touch in this next five years? How do we
build a sustainable ‘business’ model and grow the delivery of the message?”— ministry to reconcile fathers to
their children
“How can our school meet current budget deficiencies while increasing the number of like-minded families
to meet the future expense structure of the school?”— a local Christian school
“How do we clearly communicate the ministry model, including the donor model, of our ministry to potential donors and partners? What is their 30-second elevator speech? What is their financial model? What is
the ministry model and how do they quantify Kingdom impact?”— a ministry in Africa
These meetings help the ministry get outside of themselves and think creatively and use the skills God
has gifted the business people in The Barnabas Group with to come together for His Kingdom.

Swot
Teams
What Ministries are saying about The SWOT process

Daryl Nuss, National Network of Youth Ministries

“Although we have discussed much of the issues covered during the meeting, there were several pieces
of input that were new and helpful. As you also mentioned, hearing the advice from outside influencers
was reinforcing on several points. Now, we need to look at the input of the SWOT group, ask God’s leading,
prioritize the possible action points and integrate the highest priority pieces into our current plans for
the future. There are no quick solutions, but we want to be moving forward in the appropriate direction.
Again, we felt that everyone was engaged and that the input was certainly helpful.”

Jim Van Dalfsen,
Tahquitz Pines Christian
Conference Association
“The collective wisdom of the Barnabas
Group has been invaluable; otherwise we
would still be wandering around in the wilderness! The SWOT exercise was a “tipping/
turning” point for us and really helped us
focus on what we needed to do.”
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Kelley McGregor, Habitat for Humanity
“I want to thank you once again for the generous gift of your
time as well as the thoughtful and very relevant feedback you
provided Habitat for Humanity during our SWOT meeting. We
certainly enjoyed our time with you and appreciate your challenging us to ask ourselves some very fundamental yet vital
questions as we move forward.
I believe your thoughts and ideas were echoed in the Board’s
strategic planning retreat. While it was packed with many topics and ideas to help move our organization forward, many of the
same observations were raised throughout the day with regard
to honing our message, reflecting on our mission, and evaluating
our direction.
For me personally, it was of great value to have some of my own
thoughts and feelings expressed through you. I felt it invaluable for
our organization’s leadership to hear your impressions of our work
and some of the issues any donor would be looking to be addressed
when considering an investment in our mission. Your ongoing
prayers for our continued journey in the process of clarifying our
purpose are greatly needed and appreciated. I look forward to
seeing you all at a future Barnabas event!”

Lyn Rende, Cornerstone Community School
“This letter is twofold. First, the families at Cornerstone
Community School would like to thank each and every one
of you for investing your time and energy on behalf of our
school. The two and a half hours you devoted to us, encouraged us and spurred us on to make some difficult, but solid
and necessary business decisions. Second, we would like
to update you on the action steps we have taken since our
meeting with you on April 13, 2007 on our campus.
A little history may be in order here. I placed my first
cold call to Jim in September 2006. The name ‘The Barnabas Group’ kept coming up in various circles, so I figured
it must be the Lord’s prompting. I did my research on the
your website and realized that The Barnabas Group does
not yet support a ministry that teaches parents to Biblically
train their children up in the ways of the Lord. I believed
we would fit under your umbrella of ministries quite nicely
and was hoping for immediate financial assistance for our
struggling school. The Lord had much bigger plans for us.
Jim kindly invited our School Administrator, Sharon
Cannavo and I to attend a The Barnabas Group meeting
so we could understand what is done here. Needless to say,
we wanted to pursue a relationship and have the privilege
of presenting our Biblical Parenting Ministry one day.
Before this could even become a remote possibility, we
found that we had (still have) a lot of work to do.

This is where you gentlemen come in (The SWOT
Team). You graciously and selflessly answered the call
at the last Barnabas Group meeting to help a fledgling
ministry not only identify their Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats, but to capitalize on the positive and overcome the negative. Cornerstone Community
School had our homework cut out for us.We were responsible for gathering specific information (financials, who
we are, what we do, our Big Question and a shot at our
SWOTs). By submitting this information to you prior to
our meeting, we were able to jump right into the urgent
and relevant issues at hand.
During our time with you, this is what we learned:
We are committed to Christian Education our way, as we
believe the Lord has directed us. We will embrace this fact;
identify our niche and market accordingly. Our current
families are our most satisfied customers. We will create
incentives to promote recruiting. We will create our budget
for each new school year based on the revenue from families formally committed (no hopeful projections)

FREE SEMINARS
Barnabas Group Trains Ministry Partners.
The Barnabas Group has sponsored many seminars at no cost to the many ministries we served over the past several years. Brett Trowbridge did a seminar on
How to Give a 30 Second Elevator Speech and tie it into your business plan. John
Pearson recently did a full morning on his Volunteer Buckets Workshop for both
TBG members and ministries. Tim Minor gave a seminar on how to create and
use metrics to measure the effectiveness of your ministry. TBG has also partnered
with Joe Class and Donna Andert to do future seminars to help our ministry
partners achieve success!

Based on the suggestions you gave us, CCS has already:
•Downsized the number of teachers for 2007-2008 to realistically support the size of each class.
•Met with our landlord and requested mercy and a lowering of our rent for next year. We opened our books to him
to substantiate our request. This is pending.
•Made contact with various people you recommended (i.e.
A Ministry offering Scholarships for Christian Education,
An experienced fundraiser for a well known Christian
School) We still have more to people to contact.
•Our Administration and School Board led the charge to
meet our impending deficit. The Lord provided, and we
will start fresh next year. With our new business plan in
place, we are certain that our future is bright.
Just hearing the SWOT Team members say at the end
of our meeting, ‘This is not insurmountable, you’re gonna
make it,’ was exactly what we needed to hear.
So although a check would have been nice, it would
have been nothing more than a quick fix. You gave us
much more by sharing your business expertise with us and
teaching us what we needed to learn. We have clear direction now. In time we hope to be financially self-sufficient.
This in turn will free us up to wholeheartedly develop and
implement our Biblical Parenting Ministry. We will be
able to share with countless hurting, hungry and disillusioned parents nationwide for the Glory of God.
Thank you Jim West and the SWOT Team for leveraging your wisdom, experience, networks, and resources in
order to make a significant impact both in this world and
in God’s kingdom.”
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Treasure
The Barnabas Group partners with the Foundation for Christian Stewardship. We encourage every Barnabas Group member who doesn’t already have their own Giving Fund to open an account with a minimum
commitment of $1000 per year. The Barnabas Group member then can direct those funds to the ministries
that they value and support. Treasure is not the primary focus of The Barnabas Group—time, talent and
network is! But a person’s treasure follows their heart and The Foundation for Christian Stewardship provides a wonderful tool to help make giving easy!

The Barnabas Group members give of their Time, Talent, Network and Treasures.
Here is an example of how The Barnabas Group members have given generously
of their Treasures…
Celebrating the Barnabas GROUP’s 10th Anniversary
“Treasure” Impact in partnership with the Foundation for Christian Stewardship
Barnabas Group Member Giving Funds in 2001:
7
Barnabas Group Member Giving Funds before late 2007: 24
Barnabas Group Member Giving Funds in mid-2009: 105*
*includes Los Angeles [8], Orange County [90], Santa Barbara [4], and San Diego [3]

Barnabas Group Members gave $10,833,810 between 2001-2003
Barnabas Group Members gave $27,179,131 between 2004-2009
Total giving of $38,012,941 since 2001
Average Gift per Donor Giving Fund (total): $362,028
Amount Given	
$100k – $299,999
$300k – $499,999
$500k – $999,999
$1 Million +

# of Funds	
6
5
6
5

% of Total
5.7
4.8
5.7
4.8

Many times when I meet people to introduce them to The Barnabas
Group, I am complimented on the wonderful business plan Bob Shank and I put together to take
it to where it is today. That always makes me smile. You see, there never was a “plan.”
I had the pleasure to be in the first group of men going through The Master’s Program class. Of the
60 plus men enrolled, I was the only one who had never heard of Bob Shank. By the third year, I had
made up my mind to get out of the mortgage business and enter the ministry world.
Bob took me to lunch after our Master’s Program graduation and asked me if I wanted to work
one day a week and start The Barnabas Group. My question was: “What is it?” Bob’s answer: “I don’t
know—let’s see what God has in store.” About 16 men formed the nucleus of The Barnabas Group.
God has been very gracious to take it to where it is today.
One of the biggest misconceptions all of us began with was that TBG would be a place where
Master’s Program graduates could come for a time and find the one or two ministries God was calling
them to engage with and help with their time, talent, network and treasure. Once these were found
and the TBG member got engaged, they could leave The Barnabas Group as our work was finished.
That couldn’t be further from reality.
God had other plans. Plans for committed Christian leaders to have a long term platform to help many ministries. I loosely
describe it as a “Christian United Way” disbursing time, talent, touch (network) and treasure. This is a long term commitment
in partnering in building God’s Kingdom! Members donate $1,500 per year to The Barnabas Group, plus fund their own
private Giving Fund through Foundation for Christian Stewardship.
A great question I am often asked is, “Where does this TBG donation go?” “Are ministries blessed, or do I just get to come
to four meetings?” We hope this book is a small glimpse of the opportunities men and women of The Barnabas Group have
“funded” with their involvement of time, talent, network and treasure! Since inception in 2000, TBG has had over 200 ministries present – many of which would never have hit anyone’s radar screen if TBG didn’t supply the platform!
My prayer is two fold:
1. If you are already a TBG member, that you commit to a long term investment of your time, talent and network through
The Barnabas Group. That you recruit others that you know will be blessed and be a blessing through TBG membership.
2. If you are not now a Barnabas Group member, that you join today. Your annual donation goes a long, long way in providing
many benefits to hundreds of ministries. I am reminded by my wife to be a “smart shopper” when we go the store. What
is the price per ounce? The amount of ministry your donation funds is amazing. And you are blessed in the process.
This book will give you a snapshot of just a few of the things that have happened because The Barnabas Group was founded
ten years ago. I can hardly wait to see what God has in store for the next ten years. I pray you will be with us every step of the way.

Jim West
Co-Founder & Managing Partner
The Barnabas Group
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For more information, visit www.barnabasgroup.org
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