
Reflections on 2017



Is God’s Kingdom blessed through The Barnabas Group?

We have taken the number of hours each person has spent at every 
2017 OC TBG function through 2017 and totaled it.  We then used a 
“dollar per hour” figure that represents an “average rate” of someone 
who is a TBG partner - $130 (which is probably quite low).  Using 

 

Why join The Barnabas Group?

Many of us have an itch.  Perhaps you do.  You want to be used by God to bear fruit in 
His Kingdom while you are still on earth.  You just have that sense that He gave you gifts 
and passions for a reason.  He wants you using them.  Working in your giftedness, not in 
an assignment on someone else’s dream.  But participating in what you were born for!  
We help you scratch that itch!

  

How does The Barnabas Group do that?

We are the only collaboration of leaders dedicated to maximizing ministry potential by
meeting nonprofit challenges with business perspective to advance Kingdom work. 

We provide numerous opportunities during the year for you to hang with like-minded 
and like-wired Christians with similar “itches.”  We introduce you to numerous ministries 
who need your gifts, talents and network – not just your resources.  You choose to work 
with those you are passionate about! 

What does The Barnabas Group do?

  

 - Over 1,927 people attended the six meetings in each county;

 - Eight keynote speakers headed the five meetings in each county;

 - The Associate Member Program for young professionals has grown under the 
    leadership of Jenn Tarbell and John Cissel;

 - Monthly email updates on what is going on in our local Christian community; 

   

 

  
    

 

  
 
 
 
 

     --  Continued on the Next Page  --

this loose formula, OC TBG has given $1,015,755 in value to ministry in 2017.  Using the 
same formula, SD TBG will have given $293,085 in value to ministry in 2017.  
Together -- $1,308,840 in 2017!   



 

 - 16 networking breakfasts were held between OC and SD;
 

 

  
 

 

 - Seminars by John Tumminello, Gil Mertz, Jim Wise and Jason Brown were held in 
    both SD and OC to educate and help ministries;

 - SWOT team meetings, led by Ron Henry and Alan Wiesenberger, blessed over a 
    dozen ministries; 

 - 110 OC TBG members participated in one or more SWOT team meetings;

 - New TBG videos were produced;

 - Build Your Own Taco Night in Newport Coast, attended by 68 people;

 - 28 ministries had tables at TBG events, providing vital networking opportunities;

 - Over 100 ministries interviewed by the Faithworks Team received coaching and 
    advice - John Siefker, Jennifer Page, John Lind, John Tumminello, Curtis Drever, Joe 
    Annoni and Paul Wylie;

 - Fall Open House at Bob and Cheri Shank's home;

 - Golf outings at Strawberry Farms and Monarch Beach;

 - El Adobe Night with Johnny Ace Palmer and Jadon Lavik;

 - Monthly updates and "God at Work" reports every three weeks to keep members 
    informed;

 - Two New Member Events at the Pacific Club;

 - TBG provided a dozen online seminars to our ministries free of charge;

 - Russ Cline led our first two Barnabas Coaching sessions with an incredible turnout
    of partners and ministries;

 - Women's luncheon hosted by Debbie McMaster and Jenn Tarbell; and

 - Weekly prayer sent to partners.

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 Interview with TBG Partner, John VanZandt

One of the most amazing aspects of The Barnabas Group ("TBG"), is having a front-row seat to many of God's miraculous 
divine appointments.  God regularly uses TBG meetings as a platform to set forth His divine plans.  The following 
interview with TBG partner, John VanZandt, is another inspiring example of "God at Work" through TBG: 

 "My wife, Bibi, and I have been members of TBG for three years.  During a TBG meeting, our non-profit, Built To 
  Last Mission connected with TongueOut ministry.  This divine connection led to a joint mission trip to Vietnam.  
  Our original mission focus was to share God's love with the people of Vietnam through work at medical clinics 
  and orphanage visits.
 
  While enjoying breakfast with some locals, we met a missionary couple who were spreading the Word to the 
  mountain tribes in Northern Vietnam (the Hmong, Dao, and others).  They showed us a large, printed book of 
  50 beautifully illustrated Bible stories in English.  This couple had a two-fold plan:

      1) Hand out the book to as many non-believers as possible; and
    2) Translate the book into Vietnamese, and have it printed.

  Bibi and I took one look at the book, and then looked at each other.  We knew God was speaking to us!  One 
  component of Built To Last Mission consists of  using technology to spread the Word.  Our ministry recently 
  created technology to turn illustrated children's books into mobile apps.  It was clear that we were to create a 
  multi-language set of apps containing these Bible stories.  This would eliminate expensive printing costs, and 
  facilitate distribution.  It would also provide a spoken audio track for the entire text.  The app platform would work 
  well in Vietnam, as it seems like everyone in Vietnam has a smart phone.

  Our mission trip was in July of 2015.  By June of 2016, we had released ten apps (five on Apple's App Store, 
  and five on Google's Play Store) in both English and Vietnamese.  We are currently working with another 
  missionary to create a Hmong translation as well.

  We are actively looking for additional partners who can use these apps to spread God's Word, either with the 
  existing translations, or with new ones."

For more information about the Bible apps referenced in this interview, or for more information about Built To Last 
Mission, please visit www.builttolastmission.com.



A Divine Investment

In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), Jesus illustrates the importance of investing your time, treasures and 
expertise to multiply your fruit for His Kingdom. The Barnabas Group ("TBG") platform is built around this key principle. 
The following interview with the President of Empart USA, Nanci Ricks, demonstrates how God can use TBG's platform 
to multiply an investment of time and expertise through our network of like-minded partners:

 "The opportunity to present to TBG San Diego and Orange County was made possible by TBG partner, Scott 
  Laidlaw.  Scott traveled to India with Empart USA's Executive Director, Brian Lockhart, to see how he could utilize 
  his design and construction experience to assist the emerging church in Northern India.  Since their trip, Scott has 
  become an integral part of Empart's design and construction team.  His firm is working closely with Empart's 
  engineers and architects on-site in India to increase the utility and function of the facilities Empart is building. 

  Scott continued to multiply his impact upon his return from India by being instrumental in getting an opportunity 
  for Brian to share about Empart with TBG partners.  Brian shared about what God is doing among the unreached 
  people groups of South Asia, and also shared some opportunities and needs.  Specifically, Empart's founder, 
  Jossy Chacko had been invited to be a presenter at the 2016 Global Leadership Summit ("GLS").  This presented 
  Empart with a tremendous opportunity.  However, we quickly realized that our IT and technology platform was 
  insufficient to handle the anticipated response when Jossy presented to over 250,000 people worldwide.
 
  We made the need for IT design and implementation known, and TBG partner, Brian Keith, came to our aid in an 
  incredible way.  Brian spent countless hours consulting and working alongside our team to implement a major 
  transition in Empart's technology.  He was able to prepare Empart to take advantage of the GLS opportunity.  
  Brian even attended the GLS live in Chicago with our entire Empart team.   Brian remains committed to assisting 
  Empart in its technology, and communication strategy.
 
  Another TBG partner who is an attorney, Ken Gerard, has engaged with Empart to help with many legal filings, 
  and some legal updates that Empart was in need of.
 
  Lastly, dozens of partners have requested to receive regular updates from Empart so that they can be praying for 
  the work as they seek God in how they might be able to get involved."

If you would like to learn more about Empart, please visit www.empartusa.org.



Outside the Bowl in South Africa

Warren Buffett has often discussed the concept of a "birth lottery."  According to Buffett, "it is the most important thing 
that's ever going to happen to you in your life."  He believes that the location and era in which you're born, are the most 
important factors contributing to your success in life. 

As Christians, our beliefs on this topic differ from Buffett's as we know that the Lord determines these factors.  That 
being said, Buffett is right in that the Lord poses very different challenges to those He places in developing countries vs. 
those He places in the U.S.  The most vivid depiction of this disparity is demonstrated through food consumption.  More 
than one-third of the U.S. population is battling obesity (www.cdc.gov/obesity/data/adult.html), while over a quarter of the 
worldwide population is starving (http://www.statisticbrain.com/world-hunger-statistics).  In fact, by the time that you wait 
in line and drop $5 on a latte at your local Starbucks, approximately 90 children will have died from hunger related causes. 

The immensity of these statistics can be overwhelming, but all things are possible with God!  Which is why TBG has come 
alongside Outside the Bowl "OTB," a Christian ministry that is responding to Jesus' command to feed the hungry.  OTB is 
working to eliminate physical and spiritual starvation in impoverished communities by working with established community 
partners to serve hot, nutritious meals to those who need them most. 

Many of our Barnabas Group ("TBG") family have been moved by OTB's mission, and have come alongside them to help 
change the statistics of hunger in the name of the Lord.  TBG partner, Kathryn Downs, recently returned from an OTB 
trip to their facility in George, South Africa.  The following is an interview with Kathryn about her experience:

 "It was an honor to be the first stateside visitors to meet with Marius van de Colff at the new Outside the Bowl 
  facility in George, South Africa.  The facility opened in July of 2016, and is in the process or ramping-up to full 
  capacity.

  The need in the townships in the surrounding areas is immense.  In response, Outside the Bowl is forming 
  relationships with local ministries and schools that will address the immediate need to feed the area's starving 
  children. 
  
  Dave Coen was leading a group that had been serving in the Cape Town area, and TBG partners Heidi Hall and 
  Jim & Diane Van Dalfsen also attended the trip. 
 
  I have also visited OTB's facility in Tijuana, and I am so impressed with their attention to detail, and the quality of 
  their food!"

If you would like to learn more about OTB, please visit www.outsidethebowl.org. 



Honoring Our U.S. Military

The United States of America is the leader of the free world, and our democracy was built upon Biblical principles.  As our 
Pledge of Allegiance states, we are "one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."  The freedoms that 
we enjoy are secured every day by the brave men and women who serve in our military.  It is The Barnabas Group's 
("TBG") honor to support these men and women by coming alongside the Mighty Oaks Foundation ("MOF").  The following 
interview with Katie Nguyen describes the impact that TBG has had on their ministry:
 
 "The MOF is committed to serving brokenhearted men and women who have served our country by providing 
  intensive peer-based discipleship through a series of programs, outpost meetings, and speaking events.  The 
  Warriors who attend are fully sponsored for training, meals, and lodging needs to ensure that upon arrival to the 
  ranch, each Warrior is focused solely on his or her recovery and identifying purpose moving forward.
 
  Our leadership team has the unique ability to connect with the Warriors and their families.  All instructors are 
  program alumni, who have experienced tragedy and hardships through their service to America.  By having 
  endured deployments, family separations, learned to handle the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress (both in war and 
  at home), the instructors are able to connect to the students on a peer level, opening a forum that is not found in 
  clinical environments.

  MOF Programs have been shaped and influenced by TBG and its partners in numerous ways.  Founder and 
  President, Chad Robichaux, stated that 'MOF Programs can attribute a lot of their success to TBG, and probably 
  wouldn't have moved to Southern California without TBG's relationships and support base here.  We have been 
  introduced to some amazing ministry partners who have come alongside us, and taught us best practices. 

  For example, through TBG I was introduced to the founder of The Jesus Film Project.  He has since trained me 
  on effective fundraising, and how he manages donor relations.  I changed our donor relations processes 
  immediately, and started seeing rewards.  It was a great opportunity to learn from an older, more mature ministry.'
 
  Jim West also introduced Chad to Gil Mertz, a grant writer, who has helped to position Mighty Oaks Warrior 
  Programs as a viable ministry that can receive grants.
 
  In addition, Chad was introduced to North Coast Church Pastor, Chris Brown, through TBG connections.  They 
  built a strong relationship, and Chad has spoken at many of their events.  They also partnered with the Church to 
  do an annual Gala at their facility in January.  This year alone MOF has seen over 105 professions of faith from 
  program graduates, and over 55 rededications to Christ."

If you would like to learn more about MOF, please visit www.mightyoaksprograms.org. 



Necessity was the Mother of Invention

It is said that necessity was the mother of invention.  Necessity has been a catalyst for change throughout history, 
advancing civilization through invention and innovation.  Case in point -- inflatable rubber tires were invented in 1888 by 
John Dunlap, who sought to improve his son's tricycle performance on the uneven cobblestone streets of Scotland.  Such 
a humble beginning for an invention that helped to revolutionize transportation as we know it.

God also uses necessity to motivate His children to action, which is where the story of New Clothes 4 God's Kids 
("NC4GK") begins.  The following article submitted by their ministry is an inspiring journey of divine inspiration, and the 
powerful impact of necessity and action:

 "The winter of 2014 brought a frigid arctic polar vortex that descended over Canada, into the central and eastern 
  parts of the United States.  Record snowfall and freezing temperatures hit every state east of the Mississippi River, 
  and it was estimated that 28 homeless people perished due to inadequate shelter and a lack of warm clothing. 
 
  Co-founder of NC4GK, Greg Bright, was moved by the catastrophic event and wanted to help.  God worked 
  through many channels to connect him with Tim Bernardy and Gary Lorenz, and together they launched NC4GK.  
  Greg immediately set the tone for the organization through the development of their business plan.  He then 
  approached Jim West with The Barnabas Group ("TBG") regarding having NC4GK incubate under TBG to facilitate 
  tax free donations.  TBG agreed to come alongside the ministry.  Greg was also connected with TBG partners, 
  Scott McOwen and Inge Hergenrather Thornton, who mentored Greg through the early stages of the organization.

  God's divine plan for their ministry continued to unfold as Tim Bernardy reached out to his network on behalf of the 
  ministry.  Tim had been in the clothing manufacturing industry for over 30 years, and many of his longtime friends 
  were founders of major clothing manufacturing companies.  They agreed to come alongside NC4GK if they could 
  be assured that their clothing donations would be given to people who truly needed them.  NC4GK subsequently 
  connected with The Salvation Army of Orange County who agreed to become NC4GK's distribution partner.

  NC4GK has received over $25,000 in financial donations from foundations and individuals.  This has enabled our 
  ministry to donate 14,830 new items with a total approximate retail value of $519,000.  The founders of NC4GK 
  also donate their time, which keeps administration expenses to a minimum.  Low overhead and manufacturer 
  donations enable NC4GK to increase donations by a ratio over 19:1.  That means that a small donation of just 
  $10 will result in the distribution of $190 in new clothing and 10 gospel tracts to 10 people who truly need them!"

If you would like to learn more about NC4GK please contact TBG partners, Gary Lorenz (N9946E@gmail.com) or 
Gregory Bright (brightideas@cox.net).



Impacting Campus Fraternities & Sororities for Christ

University fraternities and sororities cultivate life changing relationships.  The degree of influence to which students are 
exposed is like no other.  As each student finds themselves at the precipice of their future life, it's imperative that the 
connections that they make help to point them down the path that leads to Christ.  Greek InterVarsity was created to 
reach an influential demographic of campus students, and equip them to become leaders on campus, and world changers 
in their lives after graduation.

Several TBG partners volunteered at Greek InterVarsity's recent Greek Conference in Orange County.  The following article 
submitted by the Director of Greek InterVarsity, Beau Crosetto, provides an inspiring recap of the event:

 "Over the weekend of February 3-5, 200 fraternity and sorority students gathered at the Orange County Hilton to 
  further explore how 'Greek life' and 'Faith life' can come together.  The conference is a combination of plenary 
  sessions, with worship music and a keynote speaker.  There are also concentration groups designed to reach each 
  student at their current location along their spiritual journey with Christ.  Each of the concentrations are led by a 
  table group leader who is either a Greek alumni, or person in commerce.  TBG's very own Rich Kredel, Holly Wylie, 
  and Rick McCarthy participated.

  Rick had this to say:
 
 'It was fun, encouraging & enriching to collaborate with these fraternity & sorority leaders who are diligently pursuing 
  their faith despite the negative attitudes towards that in their secular colleges & Greek system.  I also signed-up to 
  be a Fellow (summer phone mentor), and have calendared next year's conference to facilitate a table again.'
 
  The following are some statistics from the event:

     - 190 students from 25 campuses participated;
      - 18 students decided to take a step of faith, and committed their lives to Jesus;
      - 96 students asked God to remove a barrier in their life that was keeping them from Him;
      - 48 students decided to lead like Jesus, and lead a Bible study in their chapter; and
   - 7 students who weren't ready to follow Jesus committed to continue seeking truth.

  Please pray with us as these students head back to campus, and please consider joining us as a table group 
  leader during our 2018 Greek Conference in OC, February 2-3."

If you would like to learn more about Greek InterVarsity, or to volunteer for their 2018 Greek Conference in OC, please 
visit www.greek.intervarsity.org, or e-mail Beau Crosetto directly at beaucrosetto@gmail.com. 



Reaching Millennials - Groundwire

Technological advancements have revolutionized the rules of engagement for Millennials.  Time spent on social media often 
surpasses actual social interaction.  Memories have become hyperlinks to information triggered by keywords and URLs that 
have been meticulously edited for perfection.  Often times this manufactured reality with endless control polarizes this 
generation from the unpredictable world that surrounds them. 

In a manufactured reality that favors optics over substance and "safe spaces" over intellectual debate, how do we blur 
the dichotomy of digital and social realities to engage younger generations for Christ?  The President of Groundwire, Sean 
Dunn, posed a similar question during a Barnabas Group ("TBG") meeting in 2016, and the response produced life 
changing transformation for numerous individuals. 

Groundwire leverages mainstream media and technology to share the love found in Jesus Christ with youth and young 
adults.  Their ministry places well-produced and relevant commercials on TV and radio stations, sharing authentic hope 
with many who might not be ready to walk into a local church.  Below is an inspiring update from Sean that captures the 
impact TBG has had on Groundwire, and the transformative support that ultimately led hundreds to Christ: 
 
 "TBG Partner, Steve Bray, reached out to our ministry after hearing our message at a quarterly TBG meeting.  
  Steve is involved with TheCall, and suggested that Groundwire launch their campaign on the heels of TheCall's 
  annual prayer gathering at the LA Coliseum.  On April 11, the 'Jesus Cares' campaign was launched throughout 
  the greater Los Angeles area.
  
  In conjunction with the traditional and digital media blitz, Steve donated funds for 100,000 Gospels of John 
  from the Pocket Testament League through TBG Partner, Mike Brickley, with the Jesus Cares message on each 
  cover.  The Gospels were distributed at TheCall event in LA, and ended-up spreading throughout the area.   
  
  In addition to Steve's leadership in the campaign, other TBG partners played key roles in the campaign.  Bruce 
  Bartolomeo coordinated our church networking team, and several others served as online coaches sharing Jesus 
  with those who reached out online.  Numerous TBG partners also committed to praying aggressively for those who 
  encountered the Jesus Cares message.  
  
  The Jesus Cares campaign was a huge success, with 449 people accepting Jesus as their personal Lord and 
  Savior!  The Jesus Cares message was also seen/heard 41,990,373 times, and 2,893 people had one-on-one 
  conversations about their faith.”

If you would like to learn more about Groundwire, please e-mail Sean Dunn at sdunn@groundwire.net and ask for the LA 
initiative one-page brief. 



Principles of Intelligent, Effective Leadership

OC TBG Partner, John Tumminello, blessed 36 TBG partners and ministry leaders by offering a seminar on proven 
principles of intelligent, effective leadership on Wednesday, February 15.  The seminar was called Twelve O'Clock High 
after the 1949 movie, and incorporated 17 scenes as the backdrop for powerful leadership lessons.  The backdrops 
facilitated lively interaction between the attendees!  The goal was to evaluate leadership effectiveness, and how it impacts 
morale and results.
 
Attendees learned how various leadership styles can impact employees.  They also learned how to use personal strengths 
to increase team pride, morale and productivity.  A few takeaways from the event included:

     - How to stop putting out fires, and start preventing them;
     - Identify succinct leadership styles to address specific circumstances;
     - Examine accountability issues and manage confrontation; and
     - Evaluate the impact of "crossing the line" with employees.

We received the following comments from several of the attendees: 

Dusty Davis, Su Refugio Ministries:  "I have attended more workshops and seminars regarding leadership in my career 
than I can count.  While much of the information that I gathered was helpful, I have to admit that most of it was lost before 
I reached my car by the end of the day.  The workshop sponsored by TBG of OC, however, was something I will remember 
for a long time.  John's passion for empowering leaders to advance the Kingdom, combined with his completely unique 
style and format was refreshing.  I have never attended a more engaging, creative and dynamic training session.  
Thank you for putting this together -- it was a terrific event!"
 
Rochelle Anderson, OC TBG Partner:  "In using the movie, Twelve O¹Clock High, John did an excellent job of getting us 
to identify the different leadership strengths and weaknesses of the four main characters.  The core job of a good leader 
is to communicate vision, inspire and energize the team with confidence and clarity, and to develop good leaders; not 
followers.  It¹s a tough job, and how a leader communicates to their team is critical.  I was encouraged to learn that even a 
person whose highest strength is empathy can be a good leader.  I thought it was a day well spent, and John did a great 
job of engaging everyone!"
 
Christina Meshreky:  "When working for a non-profit that is Christ centered, there are many times that we forget that we 
have to lead, and not always serve.  We get caught up trying to meet all of the needs, and forget to delegate and empower 
those around us.  This seminar broadened our focus to see the big picture.  Thank you again for inviting us to this seminar."



TBG Goes to Prom

Chaos, disarray and absolute exhaustion are not often paired with inexplicable joy, unless you're a parent!  Children are 
one of the Lord's greatest blessings, but for those who become a parent in their teens, it will be one of the toughest 
challenges they ever face.  It's during these formative years when support and guidance can be the catalyst that 
enables a new family to thrive through a Christ-centered community.

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") was recently given the opportunity to engage on behalf of teen parents in response to 
North OC YoungLives' request for assistance with their 2017 prom.  The following is an update from Myrna Bittar, 
Area Director for Young Life: 
 
 "North OC YoungLives is a ministry of Young Life specifically designed for teen moms and dads.  We first 
  introduced YoungLives to Orange County in 2012, and have seen tremendous growth and need.  We have 
  had the opportunity to come alongside young moms and dads throughout North Orange County as they 
  work towards finishing high school, providing for their child, and considering who God is to them.  
 
  One of the events that our volunteers and staff look forward to each year is our YoungLives prom!  Several of our 
  teen parents attend continuation school, and consequently do not have the opportunity to attend prom.  As we 
  began planning our 5th annual prom, we had some difficulty finding catering for the event.  We were 
  running out of time, so I reached out to Jim West who I had met through one of our committee members and 
  TBG Partners, John Tumminello.  

  I always get excited when I am around people like Jim and John because it is evident that they enjoy being a part 
  of something bigger than themselves.  They use their resources and connections to mobilize individuals to make 
  a real impact in the world.  If you believe in God and His calling enough, they will believe in you!  Jim immediately 
  began brainstorming, and invited TBG Partner and founder of Just Good Fun to cook one if his well known 
  specialties, paella!  He then completed the meal with his amazing crème brûlée inspired dessert.  

  The teen parents dropped off their children at the childcare room that we had set-up.  From there they were 
  driven to prom by our volunteers in a golf cart where they were greeted by live music, beautiful decorations, 
  and the scent of Rick's paella cooking on the outdoor patio.  I believe that this moment, and the rest of the night 
  was meant to be a glimpse of how Jesus loves them and views them.
 
  I am so grateful for each and every friend, partner and vendor that helped make this evening possible.  Thank you 
  to Jim West and TBG for your generosity and encouragement!"

If you would like to learn more about  North Orange County YoungLives, please visit www.northocyounglives.com. 



Walking on Water, Christian Films

True passion is an emotion so intense that it's almost impossible to contain.  A great example of passion for God was seen 
through the life of Paul the Apostle.  Paul's passion for evangelism empowered him to overcome impossible trials.  He was 
flogged with 39 lashes five times, stoned, beaten with rods three times, shipwrecked three times, lost at sea for an entire 
day and night, and continually imprisoned.  Yet, Paul succeeded in becoming one of the most prolific evangelists for 
Christ that the world has ever known!  Not even death could stop what his passion had ignited.

Encoded within each of us is a specific calling that reveals itself through our God given passions.  Often times we believe 
that there must be a clear delineation between our personal passions and God's work.  That is a fallacy that leads many 
astray from using their passions to bring the Kingdom of God to the world around them.

The following is an inspiring story of one man's passion, and a divine appointment with miraculous promise:

 "Last May, my wife Linda and I were invited to attend our first Barnabas Group ("TBG") event.  As soon as we 
  walked into the patio reception, I could sense that this was something special.  We had a few brief conversations 
  with attendees, and also saw some familiar faces across the courtyard.  
 
  I am a firm believer in divine appointments, such as Paul's meeting with the man in Macedonia (Acts 16).  It is so 
  encouraging when you meet someone and deep inside you know that God ordained that encounter.  This was the 
  case with Bryan Jennings and his surf film ministry, Walking on Water ("WOW").  During our meeting at the TBG 
  event, Bryan shared some endearing, self-deprecating stories.  He also shared his heart for Jesus, and how God
  called him to spread the Gospel through of all things, surf films.  He offered us free links to his latest surf flick, 
  Surfers and Cowboys.  The movie quickly captured everyone's attention, and as the vision that the movie was 
  founded upon unfolded, it evoked a true emotional response from the audience. 

  My impression of Bryan and TBG were top-of-mind, as one week later I found myself at the reception of my 
  father's friend who had just passed.  At the reception was a young gentleman named Daniel, whom I had gotten to 
  know through a mutual friend.  Daniel works at Lionsgate/Grindstone Entertainment Group in Business 
  Development.  Our conversation turned to Surfers and Cowboys, and the discussion piqued Daniel's interest.  
  This presented me with an opportunity to connect him with Bryan Jennings of WOW. 

  Fast forward two weeks, and Lionsgate now has an offer on the table to distribute not one, but two of WOW's films!   
  Although the deal is still pending, in just a few short weeks God worked miraculously through divine appointments 
  that were facilitated through TBG.  I can't wait to see what's next!" 

If you would like to learn more about WOW ministry, please visit www.walkingonwater.com. 



Life Changing Mentorship

When God brings people together, the possibilities are limitless!  As Barnabas Group ("TBG") partners, we are 
honored when God uses our platform for divine appointments.  This was the case when the Founder and 
Director of Harbor Ministries, Tim Bohlke, and TBG partner, George Andrews, attended TBG's 2015 fall 
quarterly meeting.  Tim recognized George from across the room, as their paths had crossed decades before.  
Tim attended the University of Nebraska, where George played college football.  He and some friends had lived 
in a house owned by George.  By that time, George was a linebacker in the NFL for the Los Angeles Rams. 

George and Tim connected after TBG's event, discussed their Nebraska ties, and went back to their respective 
lives.  Several months later both men independently attended a John Eldredge/Dan Allender conference in 
Colorado Springs.  They ran into each other during a break at the conference, and reconnected again.  Later 
in the day they found themselves in the same two restaurants for lunch and dinner at random locations in 
Colorado Springs.  At dinner, George introduced Tim to his wife and said, "Tim let's talk.  We have to see what 
God is up to here."

Those divine appointments culminated into a friendship, and now the two are working together to invest in 
emerging leaders through Harbor Ministry.  The ministry offers two unique leadership journeys: (1)  Rhythm in 
Twenty, which is a three-year journey inclusive of three events for millennial business leaders and pastors; and
(2) Rogue, which is a two-year journey inclusive of two events for business and ministry leaders ages 40 and up.

When interviewed, George stated that "God used a TBG meeting in OC to connect Tim and I after 35 years.  It 
happened just as I was entering into a new season in life where I was looking to be more involved in mentoring 
younger men.  My experience with Tim and Harbor Ministries in Estes Park gave me that opportunity.  I'm 
excited to be involved with Tim after all these years. Thank you Tim and TBG." 
 
Tim was also asked to comment, and stated that "over and over we've seen God connect us to men like 
George who can impact and speak into the lives of young dynamic leaders from all over the country through 
their time or resources.  That being said, the most meaningful part of this particular connection was gaining 
a true friend."
 
This past May, Alan Pott, Tom Munson, Jim West and John Tumminello (all OC TBG partners) were blessed by 
attending the three-day Rogue event in Estes Park!  Jim stated the following about the event:  "For me, it was 
something that will have a major impact on my walk with the Lord and our relationship.  I am incredibly glad that 
I went and immersed myself in this!"  If you would like to learn more about attending a Harbor Ministry event, 
please visit www.harborministries.com.  



The Art of Grant Writing

We were honored to host 60 Barnabas Group ("TBG") partners at our free seminars on grant writing held in both SD and 
OC in April of this year.  While most donations come from individual donors, the second highest source of charitable giving
by far is from foundation grants.  Last year over $57-billion was given away from more than 100,000 foundations.  Yet
many ministries stay away from foundation grants because of a lack of knowledge.  

The workshop covered the following:
 
 - How to get your ministry "grant ready" to apply and receive grants;
    - How to find the right foundations that will give you money;
     - How to introduce your ministry to prospective foundations;
    - How to put together successful proposals that will get funded; and
    - How to manage your ongoing foundation strategy and process.

TBG received the following feedback from attendees of the seminar:

Bill Smith:  "Thank you for sponsoring the grant writing seminar at Concordia.  The seminar exceeded my expectations.  
The venue was excellent, and Gil Mertz was an excellent presenter.  The seminar handout was comprehensive and 
practical.  In fact, I have already used the 'check list' for getting grants in a recent non-profit board meeting.  In summary, 
the seminar was perfect for someone like me, who needed practical information about grant writing, and the basic tools 
and techniques to do it successfully.  Again, thank you for making the seminar possible!"
 
Brian McFadden:  "I just wanted to send a quick note about TBG's grant writing workshop that I attended this morning.  
It was wonderful!  A very useful seminar with practical strategies on effective grant writing."        

Joseph D. (Jody) Giles:  "The workshop was very valuable.  I learned the foundations of grant writing, and the process 
for reviewing grants.  Clearly, Mr. Mertz is an expert.  He did a great job of setting expectations, and keeping the morning 
on pace.  The handouts were also helpful, and the facilities were great.  All in all, a fantastic morning that I believe will be 
very helpful to our ministry."

Kelsie Snowden:  "I just wanted to thank TBG for hosting such an awesome and beneficial event this morning!  Our team
 is so appreciative for all that you do for us!"   
 
Sally Kolb:  "Thank you for providing the workshop on grant writing.  I left with a few resources to pursue, and an interest 
in partnering with a ministry."



The Power of Connection

Eternity is forever, but our life on this earth is finite.  Time continually propels us forward, and we find ourselves staring out 
in reflection of the decisions that now frame our present circumstances.  What if we decided to be intentional with all of the 
time given to us?  To give "space" for the Lord to work in our lives, rather than rushing through life void of divine direction. 
The following story by Barnabas Group ("TBG") partner, Eric Bezko, is an inspiring example of how a small commitment of 
time and intention can have a powerful impact on the world: 
 
 "I want to share a story of how showing-up can lead to wonderful Kingdom results.  In early 2016, I simply said 
  'yes' to one of the morning breakfasts that TBG offers throughout the year, in addition to the quarterly meetings 
  (plus they pick-up the breakfast tab!).  I found myself back to back with a woman at Mimi's Café who turned out to 
  be the OC Board Chair of TBG, Debbie McMaster.  After introductions, I mentioned that my wife, Tera, had a TBG 
  supported ministry.  I explained that her ministry, Finding Freedom International ('FFI'), was committed to restoring 
  the lives of victims from sexual trafficking.  Debbie said that her sister, Shelly, in Texas would love hearing about FFI. 
  
  Next, Debbie did something rare in today's world.  She actually followed-up, and told Shelly about FFI!  Over the 
  next year, Tera trained Shelly via Skype to be a certified FFI trainer. Upon completion of her training, FFI flew Shelly 
  to Costa Rica to be a 'boots on the ground' trainer for the staff of their new safe house for girls who were rescued 
  from sexual slavery.   
 
  One of FFI's main volunteers, Terry LaDow, was there to oversee the training.  Per Terry, 'Shelly integrated 
  wonderfully with the staff in Costa Rica.'  This opened the door to Shelly's continued involvement.  She continues 
  to hold skype meetings, and is planning future visits to assist in helping the Costa Rica safe house staff train 
  trainers, and expand God's impact on this community of women. 
 
  Showing-up and following-up can pay big dividends for the Kingdom of God.  Thank you TBG for once again 
  connecting Kingdom-minded, get'er done people!"

We also reached out to Debbie McMaster who gave us the following comment about Shelly's work with FFI:  

 "My sister, Shelly, is so excited about her role serving God through FFI.  The Costa Rica trip renewed her passion 
  for God's calling on her life to serve abused women through ministry.  I've been praying for the FFI ministry for a 
  long time, but it's much more personal now that my sister is involved.  This was clearly one of the many God 
  connections that happens at TBG's breakfasts!  It is such a blessing to be used in a small way."

If you would like to learn more about FFI, please visit www.findingfreedomint.org.  



TBG & Elam Thanks You!

What differentiates one group of Christians from another?  Is it geographical location, access to resources, education or 
philosophical understanding?  The answer is, absolutely nothing.  At the end of each person's journey on this earth there 
will be only one differentiation -- saved or unsaved.  
 
That is why The Barnabas Group ("TBG") reaches out both locally, and across the globe with the same passionate focus.  
Our group answers God's call no matter where it takes us.  Most recently that call took us to the Persian Gulf region, just 
outside of Iran.  TBG came alongside Elam in their mission to reach the people of Iran who have an open heart to the 
Gospel despite the fact that they live in a closed country.
 
Elam has presented to our TBG family several times.  Their Regional Director, Cristina Voskian, recently provided us with 
this inspiring update:

 "Just a few weeks ago I was in the Persian Gulf region with 27 women who live in Iran.  All were believers from a 
  Muslim background, many of whom had faced oppression and abuse.  As these precious women experienced 
  the liberating love of Jesus, we witnessed the Lord transform their lives. 
 
  Upon returning to the United States I received the following message from one of the Iranian women who attended 
  our conference:   
 
  'My dream as a Christian was to get baptized, worship God aloud, cry out to Jesus at the top of my voice, 
   and to take part in Holy Communion.  All of these dreams came true during our time together.  Words cannot 
   thank you enough, and I pray peace and pouring out of heavenly blessings on you.'
 
  Though I was the recipient of this message, this woman's thank you is for the many partners of TBG OC that 
  have partnered with us through prayer and financial support!  You have strengthened our hand to serve these 
  women who are all now back inside Iran sharing what they have learned with others.
 
  One particular blessing came from a TBG OC partner who donated some presents to give out to the ladies who 
  came to the conference (see picture below).  I wish you could have seen the beautiful tears of joy pouring from 
  the Iranian women who were so moved that American Christians cared for them and were lifting them up in prayer.  
  They were deeply touched by this act of kindness from across the globe.
 
  I want to personally thank the leadership of TBG OC for inviting me to share the story of Iran's church.  It is a joy 
  to work together to strengthen and expand the church in the Iran region and beyond."

If you would like more information about Elam, please visit www.elam.com.  





How it Works  

Strategy in Brief 
If you own appreciated stocks or mutual funds, you likely have a significant opportunity to pay less tax, give 
more, improve your personal cash flow, and simplify your giving. 

Results

Meet Our Team

GIVING
FUND

BUY
MORE
STOCK

STOCK
BROKER

1. Determine the amount you want to give and ask your advisor to 
     recommend stocks with appreciated value to gift

2. Receive an
    income tax 
    deduction

3. Buy back the amount of
    stock you’ve gifted to maintain
    your basis, only without any 
    capital gains

4. Give to your favorite
     charities tax free

Capital Gains Tax
(from investments)

Depicts selling a $50k position with $20k cost basis taxed
at 25% (20% fed + 13.3% CA state) vs donating instead

Give extra $9,990 in cash instead of paying capital gains tax

Gift to charity x 52.9% income tax (39.6% federal + 13.3% CA state)

Capital gains tax paid + income taxes saved via deduction

Gift to Charity

Income Taxes Saved

Net Tax Benefit

Comments

$31,735

$31,735

$59,990

Give $50k Stock

$0

$16,460

Give $50k Cash

$26,450

$50,000

($9,990)
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